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The Spirit of the Mesa is a musical portrait of the Mesa Verde (Colorado) Cliff Dwellings, and an homage to the
mysterious Cliff Dwellers who vanished without explanation. The musical essay is divided into sections focusing
on particular aspects of the Mesa Verde life: “The Land,” “The People,” “The Sky””

“The Land” unfolds as open space. Harmonies are sparse (lacking 3rds to fill in the chords). Phrases float slowly
above a rhythmic pulse, with space between the high and low sounds. There is a stillness to the landscape. Then
perhaps comes a hint of life, a faint suggestion of vegetation. But the overwhelming barrenness prevails.

Tiny specks of sound (solo violin, high range) are heard. Then two violins, a step apart, form a playful pair of
friends. Activity arises in “The People” section. After community exuberance, the music returns to the two friends
(violins) a step apart. The activity calms.

“The Sky” is filled with stars (blurred, rapid patterns in the upper strings). A solo cello looks up to the celestial
lights in wonderment. Eventually all of the strings share in the reverence for the sky. The tempo increases into a
joyous celebration of the stars, the climax of the music.

A quiet ending speaks to the stillness that remains today.

GWYNETH WALKER (b. 1947)

Widely performed throughout the country, the music of American composer Gwyneth Walker is beloved by per-
formers and audiences alike for its energy, beauty, reverence, drama, and humor. Dr. Gwyneth Walker (b. 1947) is
a graduate of Brown University and the Hartt School of Music. She holds B.A., M.M., and D.M.A. degrees in Music
Composition. A former faculty member of the Oberlin College Conservatory, she resigned from academic employ-
ment in 1982 in order to pursue a career as a full-time composer. For nearly 30 years, she lived on a dairy farm in
Braintree, Vermont. She now divides her time between her childhood hometown of New Canaan, Connecticut, and
the musical communities of Sarasota, Florida and Randolph, Vermont.

Gwyneth Walker has been a proud resident of Vermont for many years. She is the recipient of the Year 2000 “Life-
time Achievement Award” from the Vermont Arts Council as well as the 2008 “Athenaeum Award for Achievement
in the Arts and Humanities” from the St. Johnsbury (VT) Athenaeum. In 2012, she was elected as a Fellow of the
Vermont Academy of Arts and Sciences.

Walker’s catalog includes over 300 commissioned works for orchestra, chamber ensembles, chorus, and solo voice.
A special interest has been dramatic works that combine music with readings, acting, and movement. The music of
Gwyneth Walker is published by E. C. Schirmer (choral and vocal music) and Lauren Keiser Music (orchestral and
instrumental music).

Further information concerning Gwyneth Walker and her works is available at: www.gwynethwalker.com
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Individual Parts No. 1.3531B
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The Spirit of the Mesa

for String Orchestra
Gwyneth Walker
“The Land” (to portray a dry, open land without inhabitants)
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“The Sky” (as though looking up at the sky in wonderment)
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