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Program Notes

The poem “The Day Is Done” speaks of evening as the time when poetry and music come alive. They
soothe the cares of day. The soul hears the music of “celestial harmonies.” This is “a benediction
that follows after prayer.”

The musical setting presents the opening, beautiful lyrics in the children’s voices, selected for their
lightness and purity of tone. “The day is done, and the darkness falls from the wings of night.” These
phrases, or slight variations thereof, return as refrains throughout the song, always falling gently.

The verses alternate between the men’s and women’s voices, with the children interjecting refrains
or offering commentary in the background. Finally, the children interrupt the SATB dialogue
with exclamations of “a song! a song! a song!” These lead to the climax of the song given to the
children’s chorus singing, “And the night shall be filled with music.” All voices then join together
in celebration: “our song shall fill the night.”

The accompaniment (originally composed for piano, and later adapted for flute, strings, and
percussion) delights in text-setting with sparkling arpeggios depicting the celestial harmonies, and
filigree patterns for the star-filled night sky.

—Gwyneth Walker

Gwyneth Walker (b. 1947)

Widely performed throughout the country, the music of American composer Gwyneth Walker is
beloved by performers and audiences alike for its energy, beauty, reverence, drama, and humor. Dr.
Gwyneth Walker (b. 1947) is a graduate of Brown University and the Hartt School of Music. She
holds B.A., M.M., and D.M.A. degrees in Music Composition. A former faculty member of the
Oberlin College Conservatory, she resigned from academic employment in 1982 in order to pursue a
career as a full-time composer. For nearly 30 years, she lived on a dairy farm in Braintree, Vermont.
She now divides her time between her childhood hometown of New Canaan, Connecticut, and the
musical community of Randolph, Vermont.

Walker’s catalog includes over 350 commissioned works for orchestra, chamber ensembles, chorus,
and solo voice. A special interest has been dramatic works that combine music with readings,
acting, and movement. The music of Gwyneth Walker is published by E. C. Schirmer (choral/vocal/
instrumental music) and Lauren Keiser Music (orchestral/instrumental music).

For more information, visit her website at: www.gwynethwalker.com
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“The Day Is Done” Gwyneth Walker
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (1807-1882)
adapted by the composer
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