








Songs of Ecstasy

Gwyneth WalkerThomas Merton (1915–1968)

Catalog No. 7933

“Thus I live on my own land, on my own island
And speak to God...”

1. Song: “When Rain Sings Light”

for SATB Chorus (divisi) unaccompanied

“Song (When rain)” By Thomas Merton, from THE COLLECTED POEMS OF THOMAS MERTON,
  copyright © 1944 by Our Lady of Gethsemani Monestary. 
  Used by permission of New Directions Publishing Corp.

© Copyright 2012 by E. C. Schirmer Music Company, Inc.,
a division of ECS Publishing.  www.ecspublishing.com

All rights reserved.

Soprano

Alto

Tenor

Bass

Keyboard
(for 
rehearsal
only)

la

p as specks of light

la la la la la la la la la la la

With gentle motion q = 108

la

p as specks of light

la la la la la la la la la la la la la la la

la

p as specks of light

la la la la la la la la la la la la la la la la la la la la la la la

la

p as specks of light

la la la la la la la la la la la la la la la la la la la la la la la la la la la la la la la

With gentle motion q = 108
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S

A

T

B

la la la la la la la la la

pp

(sings

p

la la la la light)

A

5

la la la la la la la la la

pp

(sings

p

la la la la light)

la la la la la la la la la

pp

When

mf

rain, rain has de voured- my

A

S

A

T

B

my house And

, mf

wind wades through my trees, The

,

ce dars- fawn up on- the

9

my house And

, mf

wind wades through my trees, The

,

ce dars- fawn up on- the

And

mf

wind wades through my trees, The

,

ce dars- fawn up on- the

house through my trees,
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S

A

T

B

storm with their huge paws. Si

f

lence- is loud er- than a

rit.B14

storm with their huge paws. Si

f

lence- is loud er- than a

storm with their huge paws.

paws.

rit.

B

S

A

T

B

cy

(rit.)

clone- In the rude door, my shel ter.-

p
Slower

18

cy clone- In the rude door, my shel ter.-

p

loud

f

er- than a cy clone- In the rude door, my shel ter.-

p

loud

f

er- than a cy clone- In the rude door, my shel ter.-

p

And

(p)

there I eat my

(rit.)

Slower
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S

A

T

B

air

(p)

a lone-

a tempo (q = 108)22

air

(p)

a lone-

air

(p)

a lone- la

(p)

la la la la la la la

air a lone- With pure and sol i- tar- y- songs

a tempo (q = 108)

S

A

T

B

la

(p)

la la la la la la la la la la la la While

mf

oth ers- sit in

C27

la

(p)

la la la la la la la la la la la la la While

mf

oth ers- sit in

la la la la la la la la While

mf

oth ers- sit in

While

mf

oth ers- sit in

C












   

   


          

 

    

 
       

              


            


       

 

 
                    

 

    

     

            

           

     

                   

                  

                      

               

           

                    
      

           

6











S

A

T

B

con fer’nce.- Their win dows- grieve, and soon frown And glass be gins- to

31

con fer’nce.- Their win dows- grieve, and soon frown And glass be gins- to

con fer’nce.- Their win dows- grieve, and soon frown

con fer’nce.- Their win dows- grieve, and soon frown

S

A

T

B

wrin kle- wa ter- - Till I no

36

wrin kle- wa ter- - Till I no

with a mul ti- tude- of wa ter- -

with a mul ti- tude- of wa ter- -
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S

A

T

B

long er- see their speech

,poco rit.D40

long er- see their speech

,

And they no long er- know my the a- ter.-

,

And they no long er- know my the a- ter.-

,

,

poco rit.

D

S

A

T

B

Riv

p

ers- clothe their hous es- And hide their na ked- wis dom.- Their con ver- -

Slightly slower poco accel.E
44

Riv

p

ers- clothe their hous es- And hide their na ked- wis dom.- Their con ver- -

Riv

p

ers- clothe their hous es- And hide their na ked- wis dom.- Their con ver- -

Riv

p

ers- clothe their hous es- their na ked- wis dom.- Their con ver- -

Slightly slower

poco accel.

E
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* This “word” is an elongation of the personal pronoun I. It is pronounced  “ah-ah-aye,”

S

A

T

B

sa

mf

tions- go down in to- the deep like sub mar- ines:- Sub merge- them, with their

a tempo (q = 108)F
48

sa

mf

tions- go down in to- the deep like sub mar- ines:- Sub merge- them, with their

sa

mf

tions- go down in to- the deep ah ah

sa

mf

tions- go down in to- the deep ah ah

a tempo (q = 108)F

S

A

T

B

pale

rit.

ex pres- sions,- in my storm.

f

ah

p

* ah- I-

f

ah

p

ah- I-

f

a tempo 
(q = 108)

with conviction 
 and celebration

G

52

pale ex pres- sions,- in my storm.

f

ah*

p

ah- I-

f

ah

p

ah- I-

f

pale ex pres- sions,- in my storm. But

f

I drink rain, drink

pale ex pres- sions,- in my storm. But

f

I drink rain, drink

,
a tempo 
(q = 108)

with conviction 
 and celebration

G

rit.
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S

A

T

B

ah

p

ah- I-

f

ah

p

ah- I- Boil

f

ing- up out of the cold

56

ah

p

ah- I-

f

ah

p

ah- I- Boil

f

ing- up out of the cold

wind Dis tin- guish- po ems- Boil ing- up out of the cold

wind Dis tin- guish- po ems- Boil ing- up out of the cold

S

A

T

B

for est:- Lift to the wind my eyes full of wa ter,- My face and mind,

rit.

to take their

59

for est:- Lift to the wind my eyes full of wa ter,- My face and mind, to take their

for est:- Lift to the wind my eyes full of wa ter,- My face and mind, to take their

for est:- Lift to the wind my eyes full of wa ter,- My face and mind, to take their

rit.

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

     3

    
3


 3

  3

3

 
3

 
3



 




  

 

 

              

              

              

                    

              
              

                          

                          

                    

               
        

              
     

             


     

10











*The notes with small circles above are to be sung in falsetto or head voice without vibrato.

S

A

T

B

free

(rit.)

re fresh- ment.- Thus I live on my own land,

,

on my own is land

,

-

Grandly q = 80H63

free re fresh- ment.- Thus I live on my own land,

,

on my own is land

,

-

free re fresh- ment.- Thus I live on my own land,

,

on my own is land

,

-

free re fresh- ment.- Thus I live on my own land,

,

on my own is land

,

-

(rit.)

, ,
Grandly q = 80H

S
A

T

B

And

p

speak to God, And speak to

accel. poco a poco
I67

Solo

And

p ecstatic

speak to

*Head voice, no vibrato

God, my

mp

God,

Section  unis.

And

p

speak to God, And speak to

And

punis.

speak to God, And speak to

accel. poco a poco

I

 mf 3 
   mf 3

3




 mf 3

3

 
mf 3

3

  3

 
3
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S
A

T

B

God,

(accel.)
mp

un

p

der- the door way- When

f

rain,

a tempo (q = 108)J
71

(Solo)

my

(normal tone and vibrato)
mf

God,

f ( f )

(sings

rejoin
section

God,

mp

un

p

der- the door way-

f
( f )

(sings

God,

mp

un

p

der- the door way-

f ( f )

(sings

(accel.) a tempo (q = 108)J

S
A

T

B

rain has de voured- my house

75

la

All

la la la light)

p

my

f

house And

, mf

la la la la light)

p

my

f

house

And
,

mf
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S

A

T

B

ah

Solo p rejoin 
section

rit. a tempo (q = 108)

K79

mm

Section
(All)

la

mf
la la la

la

p

mf
la la la

mm

p

winds wade through my trees.

p

winds

mm
p

wade through my trees.

p

rit.

a tempo (q = 108)K

 




unis. p    
  

 
 


  



 

       
  

 

 

   

   
       

  

         

         

            

         

13







3’30”

S

A

T

B

la
p

la

p ,

la

,

la la la la la light.

rit. to end83

la

mf

la la la

p

la

p ,

la

,

la la la la la light.

la

mf

la la la la

p ,

la

,

la la la la la light.

la

p ,

la

,

la la la la la light.

rit. to end


poco poco  

 
 
 

pp 
 

  
 




poco poco  
 

 
 

pp 
 




 
 

poco 
 

poco  
 

 
 

pp 
 

 
poco poco  

 
 
 

pp 
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Songs of Ecstasy

Gwyneth WalkerThomas Merton (1915–1968)

Catalog No. 7934

“...the bottom drops out of my soul
and from the center of my cellar, Love, louder than thunder

Opens a heaven of naked air.”

2. A Psalm: “The Spirit Sings”

*R = Right hand on right leg, L = Left hand on left leg.

for SATB Chorus (divisi) unaccompanied

“A Psalm” By Thomas Merton, from THE COLLECTED POEMS OF THOMAS MERTON,
  copyright © 1944 by Our Lady of Gethsemani Monestary. 
  Used by permission of New Directions Publishing Corp.

Claps/
Snaps

everyone tap leg gently in rhythm
(for a Caribbean atmosphere associated with the word “rum”)

With rhythmic energy q. = 88 (q = 132) but not rushed

S

When

Solo mf smoothly

psalms sur prise- me with their mu sic-

A
7

A

(for rehearsal only)

© Copyright 2012 by E. C. Schirmer Music Company, Inc.,
a division of ECS Publishing.  www.ecspublishing.com

All rights reserved.

S

And an ti- phons- turn to rum

rit.
14

rit.






 * R L sim.

 



  
        





 
      

              

             

                

             

           

            

           

3











*Savoring the word “rum.”

S

A

T

B

*mm The

, All

Spir it- sings: the

, p

bot tom- drops out of my

rit. Slowly Moderate tempo q = 100B
19

*mm The

,

Spir it- sings: the

, p

bot tom- drops out of my

*mm The

,

Spir it- sings:

*mm The

,

Spir it- sings:

(leg taps) (stop tapping)

, ,rit. Slowly Moderate tempo q = 100B

S

A

T

B

soul!

f

Love, loud er- than

23

soul!

f

Love, loud er- than

And

f

from the cen ter- of my cel lar,- Love, loud er- than

And

f

from the cen ter- of my cel lar,- Love, loud er- than

  

  

  

  

  
  
  













Section mf




3

3

 mf  3


 mf  


mf 

 

  

  3

  

  









3

3

    
3


    3

3


  3

3

  
3
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S

A

T

B

thun der- O pens- a heav en- of na ked- air.

rit.
26

thun der- O pens- a heav en- of na ked- air.

thun der- O pens- a heav en- of na ked- air.

thun der- O pens- a heav en- of na ked- air.

rit.

T

B

I

Solo mfTempo I  q. = 88 (q = 132)C29

New

Solo mf

eyes a wak- en.-

(tap leg, as before)

Tempo I  q. = 88 (q = 132)C

  

  

  

  

  

  

 






3

3

3

3

p



f 

  
3 3 p  f 


 

 3

3

3

3

p



f 

 






3

3

3

3

 p 


f 

 
3 3

 

 
3 3
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A

T

And

Solo mf

songs grow up a round- me

D37

send Love’s name in to- the world with wings

(leg taps)

D

S

A

T

B

jun

mfunis.

gle.- -

,

Choirs

p cresc. poco a poco

of all crea tures- sing the

rit. Slowly q = 80
43

(Solo)

like a jun gle.-

,

jun

Section  mf

gle.- -

,

Choirs

All
p cresc. poco a poco

of all crea tures- sing the

jun

unis.

gle.- -

,

Choirs

p cresc. poco a poco

of all crea tures- sing the

jun

unis.

gle.- -

,

Choirs

p cresc. poco a poco

of all crea tures- sing the

(stop tapping)

rit.

Slowly q = 80















   


  



 

       

  

 rejoin section 

  


  

All  mf

  
All  mf
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S

A

T

B

tunes Your Spir it- played in E den.-

f

mm

p
rit.

48

tunes Your Spir it- played in E den.-

f

mm

p

tunes Your Spir it- played in E den.-

f

tunes Your Spir it- played in E den.-

f

rit.

T

B

(An African rhythm)

p
hmm

hmm
p

Ze

mf

bras- and

Tempo I  q. = 88 (q = 132)E

51

hmm
p

hmm
p

Ze

mf

bras- and

everyone snap fingers gently in rhythm

Tempo I  q. = 88 (q = 132)E





















   

 


  

   

   

    

   

While snapping fingers (see below), everyone should gently swing their arms forward and back, 
one arm at a time (one per measure), perhaps as an animal striding through the jungle.
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*   Bass may alternate every 2 measures to spell each other.
**Altos may alternate every 2 measures to spell each other.

S

A

T

B

and

f enthusiastically

birds of

F56

Ze

mf

bras- and an te- lopes,- ze

**

bras- and an te- lopes,-

an te- lopes,- ze bras- and an te- lopes,- ze

p

bras- and

an te- lopes,- ze

*

bras- and an te- lopes,- ze

p

bras- and

(finger snaps)

F

S

A

T

B

par a- dise- la la la la la la la la Shine on the

60

ze

p

bras- and an te- lopes,- ze bras- and an te- lopes,-

an te- lopes,- ze bras- and an te- lopes,- ze bras- and

an te- lopes,- ze bras- and an te- lopes,- ze bras- and
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S

A

T

B

face of the a byss- And I am drunk with the

64

ze bras- and an te- lopes,- ze bras- and an te- lopes,-

an te- lopes,- ze bras- and an te- lopes,- ze bras- and

an te- lopes,- ze bras- and an te- lopes,- ze bras- and

(finger snaps)

S

A

T

B

great wil der- ness- Of the sixth day in

68

ze bras- and an te- lopes,- ze bras- and an te- lopes,-

an te- - lopes, ze bras- and an te- lopes,- la la la

an te- lopes,- ze bras- and an te- lopes,- la la la
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S

A

T

B

Gen e- sis,- Gen e- sis.- But

p
rit. G

72

Gen

f

e- sis.- Gen e- sis.- But

la la la Gen

unis. f

e- sis.- But

la la la Gen

f

e- sis.- But

(finger snaps) (stop finger snaps)

rit.

G

S

A

T

B

sound

(p)

is nev er- half so fair as

cresc. poco a poco

when that mu sic- turns to air And the

With motion q = 112
76

sound

(p)

is nev er- half so fair as

cresc. poco a poco

when that mu sic- turns to air And the

sound

(p)

is nev er- half so fair as

cresc. poco a poco

when that mu sic- turns to air And the

sound

(p)

is nev er- half so fair as

cresc. poco a poco

when that mu sic- turns to air And the

With motion q = 112

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

  

  

  

  
  

    
(stop arm swinging)

   

   

   

 

  

   

 



 






        

          

          
         

        

       


   
 

   
   

                 

                    

                 

                 

                 
                 

10











S

A

T

B

u ni- verse- dies of ex

f

cel- lence.- Sun,

,

moon and

rit. a tempo (q = 112)H
80

u ni- verse- dies of

f

ex cel- lence.- Sun,

,

moon and

u ni- verse- dies of ex

f

cel- lence.- ah

,

u ni- verse- dies of

f

ex cel- lence.- ah

,

,

rit.

a tempo (q = 112)H

S

A

T

B

stars Fall from their heav’n ly- Joys

, p sub.

walk no lon ger- down the

84

stars Fall from their heav’n ly- tow’rs. Joys

, p sub.

walk no lon ger- down the

stars Fall, tow’rs. Joys

, p sub.

walk no lon ger- down the

stars Fall, tow’rs. Joys

, p sub.

walk no lon ger- down the

,
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S

A

T

B

blue world’s shore. Though fires loi ter,- lights still fly on the

(Same tempo)I
88

blue world’s shore. Though fires loi ter,- lights still fly on the

blue world’s shore. Though fires loi ter,- lights still fly on the

blue world’s shore. Though fires loi ter,- lights still fly on the

(Same tempo)I

S

A

T

B

air of the gulf, All

mf

fear an oth- er- wind,

f

an

mf

oth- er- thun

rit.

der:

f

-

91

air of the gulf, All

mf

fear an oth- er- wind,

f

an

mf

oth- er- thun der:

f

-

air of the gulf, All

mf

fear an oth- er- wind,

f

an

mf

oth- er- thun der:

f

-

air of the gulf, All

mf

fear an oth- er- wind,

f

an

mf

oth- er- thun der:

f

-

rit.
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*Grace notes precede the beat.

S

A

T

B

Then

mf

one more voice Snuffs

f

all their flares in one

*

gust.

a tempo (q = 112) rit.

93

Then

mf

one more voice Snuffs

f

all their flares in one

*

gust.

Then

mf

one more voice Snuffs

f

all their flares in one

*

gust.

Then

mf

one more voice Snuffs

f

all their flares in one

*

gust.

a tempo (q = 112)

rit.

S

T

B

And

Solo mf

I go forth with

Tempo I  q. = 88 (q = 132)J94

la

p in the background

la la la la la la la la la la la la la la

la

p in the background

la la la la la la la la la la la la la la

tap leg, as before

Tempo I  q. = 88 (q = 132)J

 
mf

3
f  

  mf 3
f  

  mf 3
f  

  mf
3

f
 

  3   


3
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S

A

T

B

no more wine and no more stars And no more buds and

All100

and

Solo mf

no more stars And no more buds and

All

la la la la la la la la la la la la la la and

mf

la la la la la la la la la la la la la la la

(leg tapping)

S

A

T

B

no more E den- And no more an i- mals- and no more sea: While

rit.
K106

no more E den- And no more an i- mals- and no more sea: While

no no no more E den- And no no no more an i- mals- and no no no more sea: While

la la la la la la la la la and no more sea: While
(stop 
tapping)

rit.

K
















 




   



 

 

 




         

    mf 
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S

A

T

B

God

f grandly

sings by Him self- in a cres- of night And

,

Slower q = 100L
112

God

f grandly

sings by Him self- in a cres- of night And

,

God

f grandly

sings by Him self- in a cres- of night And

,

God

f grandly

sings by Him self- in a cres- of night And

,

,Slower q = 100L

S

A

T

B

walls fall down, that guard ed- Par a- dise,- Par a- dise,-

,rit.114

walls fall down, that guard ed- Par a- dise,- Par a- dise,-

,

walls fall down, that guard ed- Par a- dise,- Par a- dise,-

,

walls fall down, that guard ed- Par a- dise,- Par a- dise,-

,

,

rit.

























3

3

3

3

 3

3

3

3


 3 3


3

3

3

3

 
3

3

 
3 3
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4’00”

T

B

mm

p
Tempo IM

117

mm

p

tap leg, as before

Tempo IM

S

A

T

B

ah

p

Par

, f

a- dise.-

rit. to end123

ah

p

Par

, f

a- dise.-

ah

p

Par

, f

a- dise.-

ah

p

Par

,f

a- dise.-

(stop tapping)

finger 
snap

rit. to end

















 

  

 


      

  


   

3

3







a final finger snap at 
face level (both hands)


   

3

3









3

3







3

3





  


   

3

3
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Thomas Merton (1915–1968)

Songs of Ecstasy

“Stranger” By Thomas Merton, from THE COLLECTED POEMS OF THOMAS MERTON,
  copyright © 1957, 1963 by The Abbey of Gethsemani. 
  Used by permission of New Directions Publishing Corp.

for SATB Chorus (divisi) unaccompanied

3. Stranger: “Thou Inward Stranger Whom I Have Never Seen”

Catalog No. 7935

Thou inward Stranger 
Whom I have never seen...

Seize up my silence
Hold me in Thy Hand!

Gwyneth Walker

© Copyright 2012 by E. C. Schirmer Music Company, Inc.,
a division of ECS Publishing.  www.ecspublishing.com

All rights reserved.

Soprano

Alto

Tenor

Bass

Keyboard
(for 
rehearsal
only)

Optional transition 
 from previous song

mm

p

When

p

no one lis tens- To the qui et- trees

Slowly, freely Moderately slowly q = 88

mm

p

When

p

no one lis tens- To the qui et- trees

mm

p

When

p

no one lis tens- To the qui et- When

mm

p

When

p

no one lis tens- To the qui et- trees

Slowly, freely Moderately slowly q = 88

 

 

 

 

 
 

   

  


 

  

  
 

 
 

           

              

              

             

              

           
   

3











S

A

T

B

When no one no tic- es- The sun in the pool Where

cresc. poco a poco (to A)

accel. poco a poco

no one feels The first

3

When no one no tic- es- The sun in the pool Where

cresc. poco a poco (to A)

no one feels The first

no one no tic- es- The sun in the Where

cresc. poco a poco (to A)

no one feels The first

When no one no tic- es- The sun in the pool Where

cresc. poco a poco (to A)

no one feels The first

accel. poco a poco

S

A

T

B

drop

(cresc.)

(accel.)

of rain Or sees the last star Or hails the first morn ing- Of a

6

drop

(cresc.)

of rain Or sees the last star Or hails the first morn ing- Of a

drop

(cresc.)

of rain Or sees the last star Or hails the first morn ing- Of a

drop

(cresc.)

of rain Or sees the last star Or hails the first morn ing- Of a

(accel.)

 3

 3


3

 3

 3


3

 

 




 




                 

                 

                  

                 

                 
       

  
  

    

                

                

                

                

                
                

4












S

A

T

B

gi

(cresc.)
(accel.)

ant- world Where peace be gins- And ra

rit.

ges- - -

Faster9

gi

(cresc.)

ant- world Where peace be gins- And ra ges- - -

gi

(cresc.)

ant- world Where peace be gins- And ra ges- - -

gi

(cresc.)

ant- world Where peace be gins- And ra ges- - -

(accel.) rit.

Faster

S

A

T

B

end:

rit.

One

f

bird sits still Watch ing- the work of

a tempo q = 88A

12

end: One

f

bird sits still Watch ing- the work of

end: One

f

bird sits still Watch ing- the work of

end: One

f

bird sits still Watch ing- the work of

rit.

a tempo q = 88A











  mf 3

3


 mf 3


 mf 3

  mf 3

3


3


3

                

                

                

                




 


     


       
        

       

            

                

              

          

                 

          

5











*The syllable “da” (with a very soft “D” sound) may be used, if necessary, to help articulate the triplets through m. 27.

S

A

T

B

God:

p

Ten

(p)

cir cles- up on- the

16

God:

p

Two

(p)

fall ing- blos soms,- Ten

,

cir cles- up on- the

God: One

p

turn ing- leaf, Two

,

fall ing- blos soms,- Ten

,

cir cles- up on- the

God: One

p

turn ing- leaf, Two

,

fall ing- blos soms,- Ten

,

cir cles- up on- the

S

A

T

B

pond.

,rit. With motion q = 112B20

pond.

,

pond.

,

*ah (da da)

p flowing, as a cloud passing by

pond. *ah (da da)

,

p flowing, as a cloud passing by

rit.

With motion q = 112B

  




  





   

   


  3 3 3 3

  3 3 3 3

   

 3 3

3 3

3 3 3 3

          

                  

                  

                           

                
                    



    

                

                

    

    
                  


     

6











*Grace notes precede the beat.

S

A

T

B

One

mf unis.

cloud up on- the hill side,- Two shad ows- in the

23

Two

mf

shad ows- in the

ah

ah ah

S

A

T

B

val ley- And the light strikes home. Now

, p
poco rit.

Slightly
slower

q = 100
26

val ley- And the light strikes home. Now

, p

ah home.

,
mf

ah home.

mf
,

,

poco rit.

Slightly
slower

q = 100














  


3 3 3 3

 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3




3 3 3 3

3 3 3 3

3 3 3 3


*

 *


3 3 3 3 3 3

 3 3 3 3




3 3 3 3

3 3 3 3

3 3
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S

A

T

B

dawn com mands- the cap ture- Of the tall est- for tune,- The

f

sur -

C29

dawn com mands- the cap ture- Of the tall est- for tune,- The

f

sur -

the

p

tall est- for tune,- The

f

sur -

the

p
tall est- for tune,-

The sur -
C

S

A

T

B

ren der- Of no less mar vel- ous- prize! ah

,30

ren der- Of no less mar vel- ous- prize! ah

, p

ren der- Of no less mar vel- ous- prize!

,

ren der- Of no less mar vel- ous- prize!

,

,

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  ,


,


,

 , f


,




3

3




3

3


f




3

3


  

3

3


3  3




3

3

 3

3



3

3


3 3



                 

                      

          

    
       

              
          

                    

          

        

        

         
       

        

8











S

A

T

B

ah,

unis. p

ah,

(p)

rit. Tempo I  q = 88D

32

ah,

p

ah,

(p)

Ah,

p

Clo ser- and clear er- Than an y- word y- mast er,- Thou

cresc. poco a poco (to m. 42)

in ward- Stran ger- Whom

Ah,

p

Clo ser- and clear er- Than an y- word y- mast er,- Thou

cresc. poco a poco (to m. 42)

in ward- Stran ger- Whom

rit.

Tempo I  q = 88D

S

A

T

B

ah, Thou

cresc. (to m. 42)

in ward-

36

ah, Thou

cresc. (to m. 42)

in ward-

I

(cresc.)

have nev er- seen, Deep er- and clean er- Than the clam or- ous- o cean,-

I

(cresc.)

have nev er- seen, Deep er- and clean er- Than the clam or- ous- o cean,-






   









 

 

 


                  

                  

                    
      

                           

                  
      

 
       

  
 

           

           

                        

         
                 

                   
      

           

9











S

A

T

B

Stran

(cresc.)

ger,- Thou in ward- Stran ger,- Thou in ward- Stran ger,- in ward- Stran ger,- Hold

rit.39

Stran

(cresc.)

ger,- Thou in ward- Stran ger,- Thou in ward- Stran ger,- in ward- Stran ger,- Hold

Seize

(cresc.)

up my si lence- Hold me in Thy Hand! Hold me in Thy Hand!

(cresc.)

Seize up my si lence- Hold me in Thy Hand! Hold me in Thy Hand!

rit.

S

A

T

B

(rit.)

me in Thy Hand! NowNow actact isis waste And suf fer- ing- un -

a tempo q = 88E
42

me in Thy Hand! NowNow actact isis waste And suf fer- ing- un -

Hold me in Thy Hand! NowNow actact isis waste And suf fer- ing- un -

Hold me in Thy Hand! Now act is waste And suf fer- ing- un -

(rit.)

a tempo q = 88E

 

 


  








f    


f     


f
 
 

  

  

 f
 
 

  

  








                   

                   

                        

 
                       

                           

 
              

                 

                

                        

                          

  
            

     
            

10











S

A

T

B

done Laws

mf

be come- prod i- gals- Lim its- are torn down

p46

done Laws

mf

be come- prod i- gals- Lim its- are torn down

p

done Laws

mf

be come- prod i- gals- Lim its- are torn down For

p,

done prod i- gals- torn down For

, p

S

A

T

B

And

p

pas sion- is none, none.

poco rit.

49

And

p

pas sion- is none, none.

en vy- has no prop er- ty- none.

en vy- has no prop er- ty- none.

poco rit.













  3

 3


3

 mf 3

3

 3

 3

  




3

3

 3

3



 
3
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3’15”
May 21, 2011 / Braintree, Vermont

S

A

T

B

Look, the vast Light stands still Our

,
q = 80F

52

Look, the vast Light stands still Our

,

Ah,

f p

still

p

Our

,
f

Ah,

f p

still

p

Our

f ,

,q = 80F

S

A

T

B

clean est- Light

,

One!

rit.53

clean est- Light

,

One!

clean est- Light

,

One!

clean est- Light is

,

One!

, rit.

 

 

 

 

 

 














f




ecstatic


f  ecstatic
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Songs of Ecstasy
Gwyneth WalkerThomas Merton (1915–1968)

Catalog No. 7936

*I - Solo (2’)
  II - as an accompaniment

for Tenor and Organ

“Thus I live on my own land, on my own island
And speak to God...”

1. Song: “When Rain Sings Light”

Tenor

Organ

When

mf

rain, (sings

, pWith gentle motion q = 108 A

mp

 Solo, as a speck of light*I

p

With gentle motion q = 108 A

*II

p as an accompaniment

*II

© Copyright 2012 by E. C. Schirmer Music Company, Inc.,
a division of ECS Publishing.  www.ecspublishing.com

All rights reserved.

“Song (When rain)” By Thomas Merton, from THE COLLECTED POEMS OF THOMAS MERTON,
  copyright © 1944 by Our Lady of Gethsemani Monestary. 
  Used by permission of New Directions Publishing Corp.

la la- la- la- light)

,

- rain

mf

has de voured- my house And

,

wind wades through my

6

I

mp p

II

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 


   

  

 p as an accompaniment

Pedal


    

  


      

     

     

           


 

    
   

       

                   

      

4



trees, The

,

ce dars- fawn up on- the storm with their huge paws. Si

f

-

11

lence- is loud er- than a cy clone- In

, mf

the rude door, my

,

shel ter.-

rit. SlowerB16

mp prit.

SlowerB

f

f

And

p

there I eat my air a lone.- With pure and sol i- tar- y-

20

songs. While

mfa tempo (q = 108)25

a tempo (q = 108)







 

 
 




 
  




 

  

  




   
     




 
   


              

     
         

               

    


   
  

  

                 
   

        

                       
       

   

5



oth ers- sit in con f’rence.- Their win dows- grieve, and soon

C29

mf

C

mf

frown And glass be gins- to wrin kle- with a mul ti- tude- of

33

wa ter- - Till I no long er- see their speech And

,

they no

D37

D





    
 





  






   

 



            

                               

    

             

                               

  
        

                 

     

   
 

     

6



long er- know my the a- ter.-

,

Riv

p

ers- clothe their hous es- And

poco rit. Slightly slowerE
41

,

poco rit.

Slightly slowerE

p

p

hide their na ked- wis dom.- Their con ver- sa

mf

- tions- go down in to- the deep like

poco accel. a tempo (q = 108)F

45

mf
poco accel.

a tempo (q = 108)F

mf

sub mar- ines:- sub merge- them, with their pale ex press- ions- in my storm. But

, f
rit.

49

f

,

rit.

f








 

   

  

  


 

  

     
  

 
 

a tempo 

(q = 108)

  
a tempo 

(q = 108)

     
   

             

  
     

   

                  

    


      

                   

         

       

7



I drink rain, drink wind Dis tin- guish- po ems-

53

Boil ing- up out of the cold for est:-

57

(cresc.)

Lift to the wind my eyes full of wa ter,-

59

(cresc.)

  

  
  
  

  

  
  
  









G

    
G


p cresc. poco a poco (to H)




 3











 



           

               
  

                  

        

                               
    

   

          

                               
   

  

8



My face and mind to take their free re fresh- ment:-

rit.61

rit.(cresc.)

Thus I live on my own land, on

, mf

my own is land-

,

And

p ecstatic

speak to

Grandly q = 80H
63

,

mf

,Grandly q = 80H

f

God, my

mp

God, my

mf

God

I67

mp

I

pp mf

mf










 3



 

    

  


     

 

 
    

           

                               

   
 

                 

   





 

        

       



     

         



9



3’30”

f

un

, mf

der- the door way.- When

, f

rain, (sings

,

la la- la- la- light)

p

- rain

, f

has de voured- my

a tempo (q = 108)J
72

I

p

II

mf

a tempo (q = 108)J

house And

, mf

winds wade through my trees.

prit.77

I
mf II

rit.

p

,

la

, p

la- la- la- la- light.-

a tempo rit. to endK82

p

, ,
a tempo

rit. to end

K

 

 
 
 


 3    
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“...the bottom drops out of my soul
and from the center of my cellar, Love, louder than thunder

Opens a heaven of naked air.”

Gwyneth WalkerThomas Merton (1915–1968)

2. A Psalm: “The Spirit Sings”

“A Psalm” By Thomas Merton, from THE COLLECTED POEMS OF THOMAS MERTON,
  copyright © 1944 by Our Lady of Gethsemani Monestary. 
  Used by permission of New Directions Publishing Corp.

(suggestive of a Caribbean atmosphere associated with the word “rum”)

With rhythmic energy q. = 88 (q = 132) but not rushed

When

mf smoothly

psalms sur prise- me with their

A

7

A

© Copyright 2012 by E. C. Schirmer Music Company, Inc.,
a division of ECS Publishing.  www.ecspublishing.com

All rights reserved.

mu sic- And an ti- phons- turn to rum

rit.
13

rit.

      
 

pp (more rhythm than pitch)
      


 

      

   




      

   


   

  
  

  
  

   
  

  
  

  
   

  
  

  
 

   

           


   

  
  

  
  

   
  

  
  

  
   

  
  

  
 

           

             


   

  
  

  
  

   
  

  
  

  
   

  
  

  
 

           

11



* Cue-sized notes at various moments in the score are ossia parts, to be performed as the singer chooses.

(mm)

(rit.)

The Spir it- sings: the

p

bot tom- drops out of my

Slowly
Moderate tempo q = 100

B
19

(rit.)
mf (to answer Tenor)

p

Slowly Moderate tempo q = 100B

soul! And

f

from the cen ter- of my cel lar,- Love, loud er- than thun der-

23

f

O

*

pens- a heav en- of na ked- air.

rit. Tempo I  q. = 88 (q = 132)C
27

prit.

Tempo I  q. = 88 (q = 132)C







 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 


  3

  3


 

   


  

3




   

 

   


 3 3 3 p f  

 


pp (more rhythm than pitch,
as at the beginning)


    
    

               

     
      


   

  
  

  
      

   

                   

 
     

 

          

           




12



New

mf

eyes a wak- en.- I

31

send Love’s name in to- the world with wings And

37

songs grow up a round- me like a jun gle.-

,rit.D43

p

,

rit.

D

Choirs

p

of all crea tures- sing the tunes your spir it- played in E den.-

f
Slowly q = 80

49

Slowly q = 80














  


      




2


      






      





   


       

  
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 

       
       

  
 

 
 

    
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

             

  
 

 
 

 
  

   
 

  
    

  
 

              

       

   

13



rit. Tempo I  q. = 88 (q = 132)E52

f rit.

Tempo I  q. = 88 (q = 132)E

pp (as before)

Ze

mf

bras- and an tel- opes,- and

f enthusiastically

birds of

F57

mf colorful Solo F

par a- dise- Shines on the face of the a -

62

pp








      

TENOR: gently swing arms forward and back,
one arm at a time (one per measure), perhaps
as an animal striding through the jungle.

      
   
  

  

   





  

   





      

             
   

   

            

         

         
  

 
 

  
 

 
  

 
 

  
 

 
  

 
 

                                  

         

  
 

 
  

 
 

  
 

 
  

 
 

  
 

 
  

 
 

  
 

 

                                  

14



byss. And I am drunk with the great wil der- ness-

67

Of the sixth day in Gen e- sis,- Gen

mf

e- sis.-

rit.
72

mf Solo

rit.

But

p

sound is nev er- half so fair as

cresc.

when that mu sic- turns to

With motion q = 112G77

With motion q = 112G

p

air

(cresc.)

And the un i- verse- dies of ex

f

cel- lence,- ex cel- lence.-

,rit.81

,

rit.







   

   
   


     



 

   




 

Stop swinging arms

 

 


 

 

  

                

   
 

 
   

 
 

  
 

 
  

 
 

   
 

 
                                  

           

         
   

 
 

  
 

 
   

 
 

   
 

 
   

 
 

                                  

                 

     
    

             

  
     

  
   

15



Sun, moon and stars Fall from the heav’n ly-

a tempo (q = 112)
H

85

a tempo (q = 112)H

towers. Joys

, p sub.

walk no long er- down the blue world’s shore. Though fires loi ter,-

I88

, I

p

lights still fly on the air of the gulf. All

mf

fear a noth- er- wind,

f

an

mf

oth- er- thun der:

f

-

rit.
92

rit.mf f

Then

mf

one more voice snuffs

f

all

mf

their flares in one gust.

f

a tempo (q = 112)

95

mf f
mf f

a tempo (q = 112)









3 3 3 3

3 3 3 3

3 3 3 3 
 




3 3 3 3

 




 

  3   
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And

mf

I go forth with

Tempo I  q. = 88 (q = 132)J96

mf SoloTempo I  q. = 88 (q = 132)J

pp (background)

no more wine and no more stars and no more buds and

102

no no no more E den- and no no no more an i- mals- and

K108

K
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*Play whichever pitch the Tenor elects to sing.

no no no more sea: While

f

God sings by him self- in a cres- of night And

,
rit. Slower q = 100L

112

rit.

Slower q = 100L

f

walls fall down that guard ed- Par a- dise,- Par a- dise.-

,rit.116

* ,

rit.

Tempo I  q. = 88 (q = 132)M119

Tempo I  q. = 88 (q = 132)M

p















   

3 3
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ah

p
rit. to end

125

rit. to end

4’00”

(rit.)

Par

f,

a- dise!-

128

(rit.) cresc. f








  


6 6 6 6

  






3 


3



6 6 6 6

 3 
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Thomas Merton (1915–1968)

“Stranger” By Thomas Merton, from THE COLLECTED POEMS OF THOMAS MERTON,
  copyright © 1957, 1963 by The Abbey of Gethsemani. 
  Used by permission of New Directions Publishing Corp.

Gwyneth Walker

Thou inward Stranger 
Whom I have never seen...

Seize up my silence
Hold me in Thy Hand!

© Copyright 2012 by E. C. Schirmer Music Company, Inc.,
a division of ECS Publishing.  www.ecspublishing.com

All rights reserved.

3. Stranger: “Thou Inward Stranger Whom I Have Never Seen”

When

p

no one lis tens- To the qui et- trees

Slowly Moderately slow q = 88

Slowly Moderately slow q = 88

p

When no one no ti- ces- The sun in the pool Where

cresc. poco a poco (to A)

no one feels The first drop of rain Or

accel. poco a poco
4

accel. poco a poco

sees

(cresc.)

(accel.)

the last star Or hails the first morn ing- Of a gi ant- world Where peace be gins- and

Faster 8

Faster 

mf






 

  






 
3


 



  

           

  

 



   

                        

  
    

    

                    

           
      

  
          

20



ra

(cresc.)

ges- - end. One

f

bird sits still

rit. a tempo (q = 88)A

12

cresc. frit.

a tempo (q = 88)A

Watch

mf

ing- the work of God: One

p

turn ing- leaf, Two

,

fall ing- blos soms,-

,16

p

, ,

Ten cir cles- up on- the pond.

rit. With motion q = 112B20

flowing, as a cloud passing by

rit.

With motion q = 112B

mf

mf








   
  


3


  
  


 

 




   3 3 3 3
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One

mf

cloud up on- the hill side,-

23

p

p

Two shad ows- in the val ley- And the light strikes home.

26

Now

p
,

dawn com mands- the cap ture- Of the tall est- for tune,- The

, f

sur-

poco rit. Slightly slower q = 100
29

,poco rit. Slightly slower q = 100

(p)
f

 

 
 
 

 

   


3 3

3 3 3 3

3 3 3 3

3 3

  


   


3 3

3 3 3 3

3 3 3 3

3 3

 



C

 
C

 3 3
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ren der- Of no less mar vel- ous- prize!

,31

,

( f )

Ah, Clo
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