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Gwyneth Walker 
 
 
Widely performed throughout the country, the music of American composer 
Gwyneth Walker is beloved by performers and audiences alike for its energy, 
beauty, reverence, drama, and humor. Dr. Gwyneth Walker (b. 1947) is a 
graduate of Brown University and the Hartt School of Music. She holds B.A., 
M.M. and D.M.A. degrees in Music Composition. A former faculty member of 
the Oberlin College Conservatory, she resigned from academic employment in 
1982 in order to pursue a career as a full-time composer. For nearly 30 years, she 
lived on a dairy farm in Braintree, Vermont. She now divides her time between 
her childhood hometown of New Canaan, Connecticut and the musical 
communities of Sarasota, Florida and Randolph, Vermont. 
 
Gwyneth Walker has been a proud resident of Vermont for many years. She is 
the recipient of the Year 2000 “Lifetime Achievement Award” from the Vermont 
Arts Council as well as the 2008 “Athenaeum Award for Achievement in the Arts 
and Humanities” from the St. Johnsbury (VT) Athenaeum. In 2012, she was 
elected as a Fellow of the Vermont Academy of Arts and Sciences. 
 
Walker's catalog includes over 300 commissioned works for orchestra, chamber 
ensembles, chorus, and solo voice. A special interest has been dramatic works 
that combine music with readings, acting, and movement. The music of Gwyneth 
Walker is published by E. C. Schirmer (choral and vocal music) and Lauren 
Keiser Music (orchestral and instrumental music). 



Prayers and Blessings 
 

duration: 10 minutes 
 
 

Program Notes 
 
Prayers and Blessings was commissioned in 2003 by David Arnold, a North Carolina bass-
baritone who is a soloist in the 80-voice Chancel Choir at Centenary United Methodist 
Church in Winston-Salem. Mr. Arnold premiered these songs at Centenary with organist Ray 
Ebert and cellist Jennifer Alexandra Johnston on February 27, 2005. A new version for voice 
and piano was created in 2005. A transposition for lyric Baritone was added in 2015, 
commissioned by Ferris Allen (Baritone) and Linda Holzer (Pianist) of Little Rock, AR. 
 
These three songs are interconnected motivically, yet distinct in meter, tonality, and message. 
Peace and reverence flow throughout. The lyrics for “Ubi Caritas” are based on a new 
translation, by Christopher Brunelle, of the traditional “Ubi Caritas Est Vera.” A recurrent 
image in this translation is the gesture of welcoming: welcoming love, welcoming God, 
welcoming the “friendly unfamiliar thought,” welcoming Christ with us. The musical 
interpretation of welcoming is stepwise motion, either up or down, around a pitch center. 
Perhaps this might be heard as an opening of the door, or an opening of the heart. 
 
An interlude leads to the second song, “Make Me an Instrument of Thy Peace,” a musical setting 
of the Prayer of Saint Francis. The accompaniment is sparse, with material reminiscent of 
the “welcoming” pattern in the first song. This song alternates between triple meter for the 
thematic sections (“Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace”) and duple meter for the more 
recitative sections (“O Divine Master...”). The music ends as it began, with simple open fifths 
accompaniment, this time filling in the chords to express the fullness of the lyrics “born to 
eternal life.” 
 
A second interlude provides the bridge to the third song, “Gaelic Blessing.” The text for this 
song is a series of blessings for peace. The gentle chordal arpeggiations in the piano are 
intended to provide a peaceful accompaniment. [Once again, the stepwise intervals and 
recurrent regular rhythms relate to the first song.] 
 
In keeping with the simplicity and repetition of the text, the music is formed by a series of 
four-measure phrases (blessings). The blessings are similar in contour, each spanning an 
interval of a fourth. Growth is achieved through repetition and some dynamic contrast. 
However, the principal aesthetic of this song is constancy and gentle flow. Only at the end 
of the song, when the voice descends into the deep range, is the melodic contour altered, 
and dynamic contrast introduced. As the voice ends on low tones, the piano line rises, 
perhaps to the source of peace. 
 



 
The Poems 

 

 
1. Ubi Caritas Est Vera 
Christopher Brunelle tr., 2004 
 
When we truly welcome love, we welcome     
   God. 
Let our love bloom in many forms: 
The love of Christ, uniting us in joy, 
The love and reverence of the living God, 
The honest love that binds our human hearts. 
 
When we truly welcome love, we welcome  
   God. 
Let our welcome take many shapes: (be rich  
   and free): 
Welcome the friendly unfamiliar thought, 
Farewell to bitter quarrels, welcome peace, 
Welcome dear Christ with us, Emmanuel. 
 
When we truly welcome love, we welcome  
   God. 
So let true joy be our reward: 
The joy that we will share with all the saints, 
The glorious joy, to see the face of God, 
The great and good and everlasting joy. 

 
 

2. Make Me an Instrument of Thy Peace 
   (Prayer of St. Francis) 
 

Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace. 
Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
Where there is injury, pardon; 
Where there is doubt, faith; 
Where there is despair, hope; 
Where there is darkness, light; 
Where there is sadness, joy. 
 
O, Divine Master, 
Grant that I may not so much seek  
To be consoled as to console; 
To be understood as to understand; 
To be loved, as to love. 
 
For it is in giving, that we receive, 
It is in pardoning, that we are pardoned, 
And it is in dying, that we are born to eternal life. 
 
 
 

 
 
3. Gaelic Blessing 
 
Deep peace of the running waves to you. 
Deep peace of the flowing air to you. 
Deep peace of the quiet earth to you. 
Deep peace of the shining stars to you. 
Deep peace. 
 
Deep peace of the early Spring to you. 
Deep peace of the budding flower to you. 
Deep peace of the warming sun to you. 
Deep peace of the life to come to you. 
Deep peace of the Autumn rain. 
Deep peace of the harvest grain. 
Deep peace of the Winter night. 
Deep peace of the fading light. 
Deep peace when my life is done. 
Deep peace to you. 
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This version for Baritone and Piano was commissioned by Ferris Allen (Baritone) and Linda Holzer (Pianist) of Little Rock, Arkansas
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3.  Gaelic Blessing
Traditional
G. Walker, alt.
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The Composer 
 

Widely performed throughout the country, the music of American composer 
Gwyneth Walker is beloved by performers and audiences alike for its energy, beauty, 
reverence, drama, and humor. Dr. Gwyneth Walker (b. 1947) is a graduate of Brown 
University and the Hartt School of Music. She holds B.A., M.M. and D.M.A. degrees in 
Music Composition. A former faculty member of the Oberlin College Conservatory, she 
resigned from academic employment in 1982 in order to pursue a career as a full-time 
composer. For nearly 30 years, she lived on a dairy farm in Braintree, Vermont. She now 
divides her time between her childhood hometown of New Canaan, Connecticut and the 
musical communities of Sarasota, Florida and Randolph, Vermont.   

Gwyneth Walker has been a proud resident of Vermont for many years. She is the 
recipient of the Year 2000 “Lifetime Achievement Award” from the Vermont Arts 
Council as well as the 2008 “Athenaeum Award for Achievement in the Arts and 
Humanities” from the St. Johnsbury (VT) Athenaeum. In 2012, she was elected as a 
Fellow of the Vermont Academy of Arts and Sciences.   

Walker’s catalog includes over 300 commissioned works for orchestra, chamber 
ensembles, chorus, and solo voice. A special interest has been dramatic works that 
combine music with readings, acting, and movement. The music of Gwyneth Walker is 
published by E. C. Schirmer (choral and vocal music) and Lauren Keiser Music 
(orchestral and instrumental music). 

 
Further information concerning Gwyneth Walker and her works is available at 

www.gwynethwalker.com 
 


	pgs 1-3 front material - Prayers etc
	fron material page 1 - Prayers and Blessings
	page 2 - the poems - Prayers etc.
	Contents. - Prayers etcpdf

	2) KRISTEN-USE THIS 8348_Fin2010
	page 20 - GW bio


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




