Gwyneth Walker

Feathers and Frogs

Two Songs on Poetry of Emily Dickinson

for SATB Chorus, Piano and
optional Percussion

"Hope is the Thing With Feathers”
"I'm Nobody "



Hope is the Thing with Feathers

Read by members of the Chorus, from their places within the chorus (not standing together)

Reader #1 “Hope” is the thing with feathers
That perches in the soul—
And sings the tune without the words—
And never stops—at all—

Reader #2 And sweetest—in the Gale—is heard—
And sore must be the storm—

That could abash the little Bird

That kept so many warm—

Reader #3 I’ve heard it in the chillest land—
And on the strangest Sea—
Yet, never, in Extremity,

It asked a crumb—of Me.

#1 “Hope” is
#2 “Hope” is
#3 “Hope” is

1, 2, & 3 in unison (softly) “Hope”



FEATHERS AND FROGS -
Two Songs on Poetry of Emily Dickinson

"Hope is the Thing with Feathers"

for SATB, Piano and (optional) Percussion

Emily Dickinson (1830-1886)
Ambherst, Massachusetts
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I’'m Nobody

Read by members of the Chorus, from their places within the chorus (not standing together)

Readers

#1 I’'m Nobody! Who are you?
#2 Are you—Nobody—Too?
#1 & 2 Then there’s a pair of us!

Everyone  Shhhh!

#1 Don't tell!
#2 theyd advertise—you know!
#1 How dreary—to be— Somebody! N
Chorus nod heads up and
How public—Ilike a Frog— down in an

#2 To tell one’s name—the livelong June— approvingladmiring manner

towards one another

To an admiring bog! /



2 FEATHERS AND FROGS -
Two Songs on Poetry of Emily Dickinson

"I'm Nobody!"

for SATB, Piano and (optional) Percussion

Emily Dickinson (1830-1886) Gwyneth Walker
Ambherst, Massachusetts

Quickly J = 132

Tamb. _
»

Percussion E: i — ! ! |
P
o} !
Il T A\ A\ I\ T A\ A\ A\
- 1 T r 2 [7] 1 N & N & N 1 N
Il r. J L1 L1 ) | 1 1
—— ' bH—$—_$—
Piano P playfully
oy T S P —
S 3 - - 1 r 2 |V [7] 17 [7] 1 r 2 1] [7] ] [7]
"i I r. 1 4 T 1 4 T ! r. |74 T !/ T
5 ritard.
_ N Jo > P N
b A T T T N O ]
S.| Hes = I = I — . i s S i I
\Q)\/ I I I I'/ I 1 Il I I ]
Are youno - bod-y too?
5 S = ?_
P A I I ! Il N Il 1 I | RN ) ]
Al s = i = O A LA S — T — - S— - —
ANIV4 | | | 1 ]
D) I
Are youno - bod-y too?
) | ———f o)
P A I 0 T D2 I I ]
T | Hes = ] —>e ] ] = ] = I
ANV | : i 1 | | ]
Y Who are you?
pP - ~
o) - - P T T T ]
B.IEE -  ——— I = I = I = I
I I I ]
I'm  no-bod-y!
A
Perc. Hi ! — z ! i £ — ! |
p—— f
5 ritard.
A o)
b A T A A A T A A A T
i) ——1 —— % — ——h——5 ‘:’bb‘ﬁ—‘f—‘ﬁ—‘l—‘! =
o o S8 o o — 7
Il r. 1] T ] T Il 1] T 1] T Il r- 1] T ] T
1 |74 ! |74 ! I'/ 174

Copyright© 2006 Gwyneth Walker



H

how drear -y,

drear -y,

how

drear -y,

How

Claves

PEE

T

—1/& &’

-

el

|4

— = &

YT

=]

|4

14/5 a tempo

= = &

o

.
o[}
g
= - - - - = N1 A\
//
g g (el 2 Lll| 2 |B| E Al
= NN NN A
. 4 4 4 4
1 = |l = = =
S 1IN & M 2 & E
« -~
~d
! ! ! :
e -2 TP -2 o2
o 5 ol B
e~ e > H_ 7
i 2 TN Z [ YHI o= [
= == -
el el el
e 2 e & { Y
= S =
1~ I~ i 1
TR mv
Ht
ol
e 8 [ [
wy
0 b | )
¥ e §= N
HE HE @ Nl = Wl i
13 = R = BT 2 N
Wl s Ter 8 Ml B Al e
1 KN ./U,J
3
S S S
: : : Fhy oob S ||| ¢
R MR MR - BPE 1|1
A HIN
L i L i gl
m
WL = Tl = ML = i
ﬂWu n n n ﬂWu
[«5) [«5) [«5)
g a s Tl 3 |l | g !
£ = = = £
- g g g -
SN & ST & S| =5l =
= I I I =
S S
— —
S A B S
{ .l { L
>N N DN ) e S NEe ﬁ,
1 T
. S~
o < = e =
&

-~

Svbe o o o 2 ]

G. WALKER: 'M NOBODY



19

B e
uw il B i
1 1 e Il |l
§ TR ||| e T 2 S H 2
5] o
N . M L)
-2 A g .f_nur T
ax L
1 U 19
I Hi( |
2 M
' S S ' e
. N
-3 “
Wit
> Il
uw TN = ™
O a 5 |.0
_ | £ E _ 1.3
N (5] T
™ < . ~d A
o ATTeN 3 A T
CI T
m | LT i U 19
| .
B>
H < ko] SRS
z LRN
N —~
7 iy S| e
E ~¢| |19
ik
= .p‘\m“ e
= | IN
| E T
ol |u'
2 T
o e
N e o RN 3
b " N . ~ S
< m m
[a

Y o Y e [*
0B N S T
) ) ﬁ.'
i E i E (|
[=] [=] \#
» 2 .kl./'
i i e
§ § A
RIS |
1Nt "
il | & ud il ﬁ-
8 8 o = ™ »
=== === T ' I‘
d 5 [
T g o | i)
Ll o = =S
H 7] o o 4R
£SO 1 | ;
o r—H L
KR gb L =) Nitr= A 2 A E M
& TR ¢ o M 0 e
A & Ny b A\
FFH m ES=
L 1 L L & L of
I
T = T = > TN = m-.v
g g 2t}
- - H < 3 P
Ve
Tw-.g mm-.g 1 W T ||.'
Ho e T . Hoc i)
1 <o Q 11 i
o = . = q
Mﬂn SN M“ﬂ SN .nu.r .m Mﬂn e
%, I\
’ g
e | 3 -uw TN = ﬁ-.v
| = | = < . 2}
.u.n: .q.n: ] = ﬁ
S| () ] 2 e E _ I»
= leu H & o] .k\/HH
_”u g _”u g ™ 2 L)
v |l g i
2 S AL e ATTeN 2 4 e
o . o < ~
A m A g uﬂ.l 19
a ] 2 i i i 23
g g 1IA
8 8 > ] = ™ ™
> > ] w n w e M-..ﬁ
S 5 SES S
' ' pV.an
R | ; [
S S a| S SE2
29 i O ol 10| | I O )
L d . ~ S
%) < = o} =
&

G. WALKER: 'M NOBODY



Perc.

Perc.

G. WALKER: 'M NOBODY

29
) ; — | , f
s. | & I I ] I 114 Hia©o 751 s I
’  —— — € I
' T
live - long June to an ad-mir - ing Bog!
o) . | S
Al ] ] ] I ] S R E— ——" ] ¥ I
’ [ — I s s o o o ;o o0 < < I
live - long June to an ad-mir - ing Bog! P
H . r— N T —
Il T 1 1l | — | _# g I L8B3 4 I N ]
| e e e e e e e e e = —
ANIV4 ! ! I;' kil I P B - - - - ! I I ]
Y live - long June to an ad-mir - ing Bog! P
—N— T HM T Hu/_\ug. 3 ]
B _\E'\/”','  — ! e s s s e - & i
to an ad-mir - ing Bog!
Tamb. _
i | == = — |
y 4 f
29
0 . vﬁﬂaﬂﬁv g'f %
P A - - D - ! T
* N I A 7 "F ) E—"—ﬁ—‘f—
ﬂiﬁj m Huﬂﬂn m f
0 = T P B P © 2 T N
= it =
E r PﬂU U gl 1 |4 r
33 > ritard. a tempo ritard.
4 $ t H: = > r T T T |>|l
[YEY 2 - I - I - I - I - N |
I'm no-bod-y, I'm no-bod-y! shh
> > > = — P ——
I Il Il N Il I n I I I I N |
A. IR} I I I I I I I I - I - N |
- g tT—= 1 I I H
TR e o0 L= 5
, , -~
I'm no-bod-y, I'm no-bod-y! no - bod-y shh
) > > te > — P | —
T | A—m——e—= 2 — " e ey S —— =  ——— — |
. [ & o WA I = '= I IVI = = [ —Ir [ © aied | © s = = ==
I'm no-bod-y, I'm no-bod-y! no - bod-y shh
- - 2 = & e
¥ ] N I I I I N |
B. ====== = : = =
L I Il H I I I I I I I N |
I'm no-bod-y, I'm no-bod-y!l— shh
Triangle Susp. Cymb.
£ s i i i = P2 H
» a tempo 2 —
23 ritard. ﬂ ﬂ‘ — random blacknote clusters, ascending ritard.
) TP —— |
yan = i = = —— . ' = =
'\3 T = y I
S P
rax N
hdll O - y y r 2 — — - -
Z I I r-y
= =
%.>v I

Duration: 1' 45" (includes reading)
May 25, 2006 Braintree, Vermont





