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Program Notes

These are three reflections (songs) which celebrate the place — the church — as a house, as a room,
where the spirit rejoices in faith.

“Welcome to the House of the Lord” starts with the outer elements, coming into the church.
Welcome light, welcome beauty, welcome wonder. The focus then turns inward, to the personal
gifts of healing and comfort. And, as we welcome the many aspects of faith, we realize that, one
blessing at a time, we are welcoming God!

“In This Still Room” is a musical setting of the poem by Quaker poet John Greenleaf Whittier.
Although these lyrics are inspired by the Quaker Meetinghouse, the “still room” may also refer
to the moments of silent prayer and meditation within any worship service. “I find it well to
come for deeper rest to this still room.”

To celebrate a place, a spirit, a faith, one sings “Alleluia! Amen!”

Dr. Gwyneth Walker (b. 1947) is a graduate of Brown University and the Hartt School of
Music. She holds B.A., M.M. and D.M.A. Degrees in Music Composition. A former faculty
member of the Oberlin College Conservatory, she resigned from academic employment in 1982
in order to pursue a career as a full-time composer. She now lives on a dairy farm in Braintree,
Vermont.

Gwyneth Walker is a proud resident of Vermont. She is the recipient of the Year 2000 "Lifetime
Achievement Award” from the Vermont Arts Council.

Walker's catalog includes over 170 commissioned works for orchestra, band, chorus and chamber
ensembles. The music of Gwyneth Walker is published by E. C. Schirmer of Boston (choral and
vocal music) and MIMB Music of St. Louis (orchestral and instrumental music).
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1. Welcome to the House of the Lord

Commissioned by the First Presbyterian Church of Hilton Head Island, South Carolina
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August 26, 2007
Braintree, Vermont
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