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The Northlands

duration; 13'30”

The Northlands trio is inspired by the North Country, specifically Northern New England (the
composer’s home). However, any North Country might suit this music.

“Due North — Elevation” speaks of the excitement of driving up to the North Country (as the
composer has done very often). A brief piano introduction (upwardly leaping octaves) beckons the
listener to travel North. This is energetic, “set off on the journey” music. The violin theme is marked
“with exuberance.” A slightly slower middle section offers time for reflection, before the travels
resume, with joy. The high sonorities at the end celebrate the arrival at the North Country.

Life in the North Country is now explored. The Cello plays a descending scale, as if dropping a
fishing line down through a hole in the ice-covered lake. A rough-hewn, “salty” theme is now heard.
Up-bow glissandi in the Violin may suggest catching a fish. The jagged middle section, filled with
rests, is a time for fishing and waiting. And then...at the end...a catch!

The open land and autumn colors of the landscape are truly spectacular. Tone clusters (piano) grow
into full blocks of sound. A simple A major theme of open intervals is shared between Violin and
Cello. The music then alternates between the “open land” theme and the color-filled chord clusters.
These are gentle sounds.

In contrast, the “Lumberjack’s Song” is assertive and heavy-footed, perhaps in the style of a clogging
tune. Subtlety is lost as the logger swings away. After a hard day’s work, it is time for a libation and a
final toast, with friends.

“Call of the North” is a nostalgic movement. The introduction revisits the opening invitation to
travel north. This leads to a theme (Cello), which rises slowly, reverently and tonally. A gentle counter
motive (Violin) falls gracefully, as a quiet waterfall. The final ascending scales lead to high pitches,
held, as a heartfelt singing gesture to the beloved land.

Widely performed throughout the country, the music of American composer Gwyneth Walker is
beloved by performers and audiences alike for its energy, beauty, reverence, drama, and humor. Dr.
Gwyneth Walker (b. 1947) is a graduate of Brown University and the Hartt School of Music. She
holds B.A., M.M. and D.M.A. degrees in Music Composition. A former faculty member of the
Oberlin College Conservatory, she resigned from academic employment in 1982 in order to pursue a
career as a full-time composer. For nearly 30 years, she lived on a dairy farm in Braintree, Vermont.
She now divides her time between her childhood hometown of New Canaan, Connecticut and the
musical communities of Sarasota, Florida and Randolph, Vermont.

Further information concerning Gwyneth Walker and her works is available at
www.gwynethwalker.com



The Northlands

for Violin, Violoncello and Piano

1. Due North — Elevation

Introduction: as a call from afar, beckoning the listener to travel North
(Violin and Cello listen attentively to this “call” to go North)

Free tempo, not rushed

Gwyneth Walker
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74 Slightly slower, more relaxed tempo
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with exuberance (for everyone
has arrived in the Northland)
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10
2. While Ice Fishing

The call from afar (from the beginning) is heard again
(Violin and Cello listen attentively to this “call of the North™)

Free tempo, slowly Slightly faster, anticipation grows
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[1] “Salty” theme
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theme of “open land and clean air”
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4. Lumberjack’s Song
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5. Call of the North

Introduction
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