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Suffrage Songs

songs to celebrate the centennial of the
Women'’s Right to Vote: 1920-2020

for Contralto and Piano

won’t you celebrate with me
Sister, Come by Here!
Never Sit Down!



Total duration: 7:35

Suffrage Songs were composed in honor of the centennial of the passage of the 19th
amendment, recognizing the Women'’s Right to Vote: 1920-2020. The texts range from
contemporary to traditional (adaptations of traditional spirituals), all with the same
message of strong women.

“won’t you celebrate with me” is based on a poem by Lucille Clifton (1936-2010). The
poet, a non-white (African-American) woman was born into a life with no model for
achievement. Nevertheless, she found the strength to conquer adversity, one hand
holding tight the other hand. Life may have tried to kill her spirit. It failed! Her resilience
echoes that of the Suffragettes.

“Sister, Come by Here!” is an adaptation of the spiritual “Jesus, Won’t You Come by
Here?” The early women's rights advocates were few in number. But they were able to
draw in others to join them. One can almost hear them calling out to new supporters:
Sister, won’t you raise your voice...you have a choice...come celebrate...come agitate (!), Sister
won’t you come by here?

The spiritual, “Sit Down, Sister!” is revisited with a Suffragette theme. These strong
women were far too busy to rest. They were energetic, motivated and restless, as
reflected the up-beat tempo of this song. References are made to Women’s Rights pioneers
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony and Lucretia Mott. They were paving the
way for 20th-century activists, and for the eventual passage of the Women'’s Right to
Vote amendment. These songs are dedicated to them, and to all those men and women
who so bravely stood for women’s rights.



Suffrage Songs

for Contralto Solo and Piano

1. won’t you celebrate with me

Lucille Clifton (1936-2010) Gwyneth Walker
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4 Slower, more recitative
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2. Sister, Come By Here!

Based on the spiritual “Jesus, Won’t You Come by Here?”

G. Walker, alt.

J =120 or slightly faster
with energy, but not rushed (swing eighths)

() 4 N B I
I,L dﬂﬁ Z | | | | | | | | | | | |
o == === A SE
oJ s = o 3= » e S- o
mf as a warm welcome
CETE T =
7 1 @ o
4 | 1
with pedal
VERSE 1
Singer beckons other women to join the “Suffrage Cause”
4
m
) & f |
A ”ﬁ - i |  — N I K I
\'\3 i [~ | | ] | ILGI
Sis - ter, won’t you come by here? _
() & S — | | | A | A
’{ 'Hﬁ I A' I | ¥ | | | A | IL\
(oo W o o PS i i i H i'
AN | —9o
Q) @ >\_/ >\\_.// o
>t A —
i I I v | —
. o | ! ! o ! o & 7
7
() 4
) - I} N T
[ ———— i ——— a
\Q) ?L [~ J il @ J iU a J o J hd a
Sis - ter, won’t you come by here? Sis - ter, won’t you come by
() & | | | — p— p— p—
o L | | | | | | | | | | T T i | | | | | | |
| | |
> b =
# ; ; T ° ° ) T o o o
hdl OO _ 37} | P P P | Py > P | |t = | | | | |
— — E——— - r F F " — | i o ! ! !
N [ [ = [ [ [ ' '
11
0 & |
o #L y y I | — I
6 ] e
\Q) U\—/u L — r 4 -
work-in’ for the right to vote,_ or-gan-
L e O e O s O
>
i f f
—— !' .
|

Walker | Suffrage Songs | 2. Sister, Come By Here!

o«

.

-y

A



]50 u (Optional délzscant)
p” A _ I y | |
V4N ! I — I — I I | | | |
[@ —— = — | Tt
I © 4 * 9 _J 34 ° = i
i - zin for our right to vote._ Sis - ter, won’t you  come by

D - ' — ¢ o o P |F
A ) e ———
P+
Singer cups hand to
19 ear as if listening to
Aw the “Call to action”
@& J =
N e) e p -
here? the “Call to action
» - 3334 {34313
A ”ﬁ 3 i i i i — — o o o o ud ud o o
S e S B B I i i I I i i I
S O S—— — i . p—p
e e .  —
| | | | | | | |
o | [ [ [ [ [ [
VERSE 2
23 Listen Listen
P A T I T
[” —— 1 —— —] — I e
%—J_F o o ?ll - - ?ll - - ?{v all
Sis - ter, won’t you heed the call?_ Sis - ter, won’t you heed the call?_
> >
SﬁFé é é é i i Agg m : =

O | | | | | | e —— ————
D) ' ' ' ' ' . ' | | | | | | | |
o) #
DES
27
() & . | | |
[6F— ) a 2 ==
S B ——
Sis - ter, won’t you  heed call? We'’re
EER ﬂﬂﬂ d = 5
» =N WTTIS IV
Ay e e e
- f e o - e e E—
I | | ! I I r
s
—+ J I i [ —

Walker | Suffrage Songs | 2. Sister, Come By Here!



8 (Optional lower notes)
31 > >

f) # | A A > > > > 1 |
[’,{ ——— e Y e
— — e — I I I o —
N — | | — |
ask - ing for the right to vote._.  NO, DE - MAND-ING our right to vote!_
0 [ s s s N I =~
- T >
DR =0 —r -
=S Es | — == ———=
' ' ' ' ' = = [ [

o«

(Optional descant)

f) 4 |

o AL | | Y Y | s |
Ij% ' I I I z i =
o) ' = [9 o = S

\_/
Sis - ter, won’t you heed the call?

f) # p— | | p— p— . .

o #L s> o | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | Jr— Jr—

g? E E E 3 y 2 | | | | | | |

>~ >
S . e —— . - ———— o 2  —
*— . S S S————
——" | I ! F ’: ’: F — | | | | | |
P [ [ [ [ [ [ [

39 P INTERLUDE

f) 4 | | b | .
[6 - I r 2 2 =
\\;j, e ! ! | s — 0 —

I'm  fall - ing down, down, down, on my
—
f) u | | | b — | |
o AL | | | | | | | 11

§
(
S
0
I
U
N

k)

k)

k)
vy

(
(

Lo
NI

T I B i i — — — ,,
°©.__ = -
43 poco cresc.
f) | |
P’ A |
[ ' i i | i i
, | | |
o «—o 2 P e f* o T €
knees_  in  prayer.__ Lord, won’t  you help me, bring me
o) | |
I I - y 2 y y 2 -
i e — — — € I
s #3s o 3o So_ #3s
r— '
A S — : =
S S B e & 4 “ v

L 1H
L 1H

Walker | Suffrage Songs | 2. Sister, Come By Here!



47 —— mff P

2 | 1% | —
(e e — I I I I o o F F = z | '
S & 9 " | e

cour - age for the  fight. I'm fall - ing down, down, down, on my
— — — — — >,_\2 —

p £ £ £ £ £ 66 6t = . |
S S— —— S ——— o — ] 4 = j
D— | I I e | i 2
D) ' ' ' ' = —_—

; ; |

Vot

4 fe ¢ e ° =

51 cresc.
—— |
N e —° s 4 & & f° ¢ >
knees in prayer, pray - in> for con - vict - ion for
A
0 —— ﬂ%’
bt IR R
$ sub. f v
p—
e T — —=
v | | | | | | i
- — | | I
55 (cresc.) S
0 | | | | | A 4 A [\ |
[rv———+ T T S
N e > > > > > ! I ! ” v
VO-TING IS OUR RIGHT! Stand up, now it’s vo-tin’  time,_ stand

v
-
-

JEN SN
1
1
i
%

) - 4 .ﬂuql I:_P_P? e ﬁ I:—L
£ 0 ] —F—F—
> > = >l
81;[; ____________________ - oco

Walker | Suffrage Songs | 2. Sister, Come By Here!



10

59

#
"

ter, won’t you

Sis

time. __

vo - tin’

now it’s

up,

)

) A I I
oJ g'

I
iv

. 55 5%

(]
|| 7«1
ﬁ )
3
| | =]
M TR e
TP o0 e
TN 7 TP o0 e
5
)
2N = |~ e
Q
=
S 2
N I\ % ~t ~t
~ T e
))
P
e
o “A o
—I L
T al
T al
.
=
0 = ~t TN
[ 18
.-.IH_
[ 18I
TN g .—.IH_
(
[ 1
W
I
| 5
w
E=d E=d g
e ey e
QNG N @
— ~— s —

our votes!)

count

*or: (you can

(opt. 8va)

Wy
-
AN ey
D ¢

|| o
I H.J >
|
M e a1
|
LT >
| 2
e 8 e
|
| ®
! ‘.Ili )
[ 3
AT A L] 1
Nl WA
| g
|
| Wy
|
|
|
Ay Wy
|
| ¢m:
B
|
|
! = ~eTeeea
L

T | T
) £

_‘ >

T S TV

W >

L el

m —uee
o= B Ra
e vi v = v v s v v
X ) @)
—f
N—N s —

*alternate lyric

Walker | Suffrage Songs | 2. Sister, Come By Here!



accel. poco a poco (to
P cresc. poco a poco

m. 85)

11

| | |

]

accel. poco a poco (to

Sis - ter, won’t you join

) &

) A ;

y 4 L — T f

(e I I I I

the throng?

m. 85)

Sis - ter, won’t you

{

a - long?_

Faster yet (accel.)
o) # | |

9 # | A | | | 4: }A—\JQ
i ; I AN P I o . &
(e——] i i j # ~ P ——
&1 %: = —
- | | | [N [ N [ S
p cresc. poco a poco
Y e P Fr—rrrrr
V.4 H | i i I - I I I ]
-
Slightly faster (accel.)
Y mp (cresc.) . | | . |
[ e e e e e — |
!g bl & & [~
Sis - ter, won’t you raise your voice?_ Sis - ter, now you a choice! _
Slightly faster (accel.)
f) 4 | | | | | A | J J }A¥
o L | | | | | A & &
o3 3§ £ ¢ =
- — 1 [ s I
mp (cresc.)
AR A S e A g I
! - L -
Faster yet (accel.)
77 mf (cresc.)
f) & | | | — | | [\
i — J' I J' — J I JI\’ j
\%w ! = = —— = z
Sis - ter won’t you heed the call?_ won’t you tall? _

I |

mf’ (cresc.)

i
OO 57—

TT77e

——

TTT®
TTe

Walker | Suffrage Songs | 2. Sister, Come By Here!




Quickly (accel.)

Walker | Suffrage Songs | 2. Sister, Come By Here!

81 (cresc.)
9 # | | | — | | | | p— |
Ll | o | I | | I I | o | I I | | I
[/% | o - o " — o ! o . ) z
N Q) ' T
Sis - ter, won’t you cel - e - brate? Sis - ter, won’t you ag - 1- tate?
Quickly (accel.) Jj 1 Jj 1 Jj
Py . PEEPREPINEPREPN
e — p— °
| [ ® [ ® ) ) o o
o ' ~ ~ s | = | s I =
(cresc.) r r r r
[ e e s e e —
]
Very quickly (J =184)
85 S
~ ) # | | | [ | A | |
o HL | > | I | A | | IAY | | -
By e e —— .- P — o P R — z F
e ' > > > > '
Sis - ter, won’t you  come by, come by, come by
>
Very quickly (J =184) 7
f) 4 | | | A &Z éf\’—‘s}
o L I o I I | A D — A -
TR R
e): #u | I|= ||= f £ £ £ £ I i i ;
! ! .
- N T
[On beat 4, singer
holds up 2 fingers in
“V for victory” symbol.]
89 ) \V
) o — .
/o o ~o I~
[#n % | 7—71—%
e
here?
157
A
() 4 | | N | |
GEE=S === - ——4
oJ > > = == g '
. o Ihj ™ -
)4 ! ! ' o [
aREEE S s== T= !
o 1 1 LA =~
v ey

2:40



13

3. Never Sit Down!
[a tribute to the Suffragettes]

Based on the spiritual “Sit Down, Sister!”
G. Walker, alt.
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*19th century Women'’s Rights Activist — the visit by Lucretia and James Mott to Seneca Falls, New York in 1848 prompted the first
Womens’s Rights Convention.
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