Songs of Home

for SATB Chorus and Piano

Traditional Song Gwyneth Walker

2. Take This Hammer
(Tools of the Trade)

The performance of this song will be enhanced by the use of “construction props” and simple hand gestures,
as suggested in the score. The props include a hammer, hand saw, plane (for leveling) and hand-held drill. The
gestures may be performed by various singers from the different sections (as notated in the score), or by four
non-singers, standing to the front and side of the chorus, holding the props.
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* [downward hammering gesture]
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[back and forth sawing gesture]
(see Piano RH chord clusters)
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[move hand sideways, palm down]

(as if planing a board)
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An energetic Interlude during which the chorus
may explore their construction props, simulate

house-building activies, or simply enjoy the music.
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[shake fist]
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