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Notes Almost Divine is a collection of songs for a cappella choir inspired by texts from
the American hymnal The Sacred Harp (1844). Many of these lyrics were written by 18th-
century British hymnists, such as the well-known Isaac Watts. These words are
charming and colorful, with imagery both genuine and musically evocative. A few
examples follow:

You are my soul’s sweet morning star, You are my rising sumn.
I'd soar and touch the Heavenly strings, and vie with Gabriel while he sings.

Oh, the transporting, rapturous scene that rises to my sight,
Sweet fields arrayed in living green, and rivers of delight!

These new musical settings enjoy the abundant opportunities for word painting which
these texts provide. Perhaps the listener may hear the sweet morning star (first song)
brought to life through delicate staccati (sweet) and lofty, suspended chord (star). And of
course, the rivers of delight flow often through the rapturously ebullient refrains.

The musical language is sparse and straightforward, reflecting the legacy of the Early
New England Sacred Harp hymns. However, the new approach to these songs comes
with the joy of personal expression. Qualities of reverence, beauty, humor (!) and energy
lie within the almost divine notes.
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Notes Almost Divine
for SATB Chorus

3. Never Turn Back

Anonymous Gwyneth Walker
Steady tempo J =80
marching to Heaven mf
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o ¢ I I I ]
Alto > § = =t = =t = =l = =
ANV ~ [ = [ [ [ [ [ [ [ [ [ 1
oJ 4 o o & o & o &
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[foot stomps, as if marching to Heaven]
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p cresc. poco a poco
. ° J J J . . A A A A A A A
VRPN l HllH
"'i? i 1 } } } i } ! ! ! i i m‘
= v — | | [I—
A\ v v \2 A2 A\
nev - er turn back, rn nev-er turn back, Tl nev-er turn back an -y

Walker | Notes Almost Divine | 3. Never Turn Back



24 [ - p

— An/\n/\n
s[ére e .8 —3 — 3 |
ANV4 ! I I I I I —— |

J = ! \
more,

p
9 | f\, oY S \ - j i — \ i \ ]
A %:,(ﬁ'—'_;‘:iﬁz‘j -1 g‘ J 7}\0 i

>
o) | = | )
—— | " —~
T 77— & & ¢ e,
ANV | | I T | | | T
,; = \ \ r \ ‘ \ \
more, more
I ——
S >
3% 1 —— - — —
== 1 e r—= H—F—r—
= O O [ 4 ‘ ‘

Nev-er, nev-er, nev-er,

nev-€Cr, nev-€r, ne€v-E€r, nev -€r,

9 I [ [ | [ ]
T|hbr—=——————="* = ¢ — i —
ANV [ [ [ [ |
o = r —
nev - er, nev - er, nev - er,
hd ': [ [ Y 2 } Y 2 } | } Y 2 }
B |- —e—e—% - i - e s - |
IS — e
nev - er, nev - er, nev - e,
0
D4 1 — | ., . . | ., . . | —
Y 4% h Y 2 I I I I I I I I I I I I I Y 2 I I I I I I
» .. —_— -~ oo
O | — Py Py Py Py | | [ [
ﬁ 1 I I r 3 & [ r 3 y 2 & [ y 2 [ ¥ 2 I I ¥ 2
h P & PN [ [ PN [ [ P [ [ P r ]
R — — e & — &

Walker | Notes Almost Divine | 3. Never Turn Back



35
S2 mp
— h
S2 A - ¥ \ — ) } ¥ i — } }
&> S TR S S S R R
Nev-er, nev - er, nev-er, nev - er,
nev-€r, nev-e€r, nev -€r, nev - €r, nev-€r, neév-€r, n€v-€r, nev-e€r, nev-eEr, nev-e€r, nev - €r,
9 7 \ I \ - \
T |Hep—= B ] ¥ P — T P — 3 P — T
NSV \ \ \
0y — . r . r cr
neyv - er, neyv - er, nev-er, nev - er, nev - er,
0 P — [ f— p— I ]
BIEY)—2* - I — I — —? S— J ‘ S— J |
1S S .
nev - er, nev - er, nev - er, nev - er, nev - er,
o)
D" 4 I , \ \ Y , \ \ Y —
¥ af l—v‘ | | | | | | | | V3 | | | | | | | | | | | | | |
simile
’ J’ | | | |
[ C— —— i i S  —  — | — | —
7 h | | Py ! | P o o | | o Py | |
L4 i | [t [t | | [t [ I I
| | | | | | | | [4
38
— ﬂ |
A - 1 - — z 1
S1|Hes? ] te o \ \
ANSP, \ \ \ \ \
oJ \ \
Nev - er - more,
o}
S2 A } e i — } ¥ i j— } }
%ﬁ%—r - = ! i - = ! i - !
nev-er, nev - er, nev-er, nev - e, nev-er, nev - er,

nev-€r, n€v-€r, nEv-€r, nev-¢€r, nev -€r, n€v--Cr, nev - €r, nev-€r, nev-€r, nev-C€r,

T s 5 2
ANIV4 [ [ [ [ [ [ [ [
— iy

nev - er, nev - ef, nev - er, nev - er, nev - er, nev - ef,

B
.~ * * * * . . . .
nev - er, nev - er, nev - er, nev - er, nev - er, nev - er,

p — —  S——

W
- m— .‘??\\r’r’\\ @ @
e

Walker | Notes Almost Divine | 3. Never Turn Back



cresc.
T 9 T } I I f ]
\ P 2] e e & * » Py e r |
Sl H>—= = | H—— | e = —
o \ \ ——— \ \ \ \
nev - er - more, nev - - - er -  more. No
cresc.
A ‘ > > > f
P’ A , | I I I 1 I I ]
S2 W } 4 P 4 — i i i }
ANV | & [ v v | e [ | | | | ]
) . o R \ \ \ \
nev-er, nev - er, nev-er, nev - er, nev - er - more. No
cresc. f
i
|

nev - er, nev - er, nev - er,
cresc.

nev - €r - more.

> > >

S
\

A | | I I ‘ ‘ ‘ | ]
T #@i ] P — ¥ ﬁ, 2 iﬁp #, ip ip -
ANV 4 | I I I I | I I I I 1
,8) ? f — — \ \ \ \
P— — e e > > >
nev - er, nev - er, nev - er, nev-er, nev - er - more. No
cresc. f
| | | |
. I | | | I | | | | ]
hdl DO I | y ] I | y 2 | y ] y 2 | | | |
B | 5— — ! —= ! i — i — . s s ;
™ i, [ 4 i_ [4 > > > >
nev - er, nev - er, nev - er, nev - er, nev - er - more. No
o) | | | _— | | | | | |
P4 1 [ | | [ | [ P [ | [ [ [ [
=l [#) I ) =l I J bl r ] i r | r | r | r |
% T e ———— . . . .
3 \ \ \ \ \ \
cresc. f
: P E— I -~ o -~ o L — i £
O y — y m—
44  [foot stomps]
e
L > > > | > p f
S e e—— e
H— ! ! ! T ! o —— ) () o —— ) ! \
oJ ! \ ‘ \ DI v vV VvV v v !
more, no more, no  more, my Lord: nev-er turn back, Tl nev-er turn back. Tl
e
o) > | > ‘ | ‘ f
A ‘ ‘ = i ,J i \ \ } } i i — i i J i
r ] = I | | I I I I I I v |
oJ ! \ > > 5, i, 4 4 & o o & o
v v v v v
more, no more, no  more, my Lord: nev-er turn back, Tl nev-er turn back. Tl
—_—
f) | e — "3 A A A A A
o | | = [ [ . I ]
T ‘ i i i } I I I I T I I I I |
> — ‘ ‘ ‘ — \ \ \
more, nev-er turn back, Tl nev-er turn back, Tl
> L. A — f
'l: I I i i } ; ; f } } | | | | | | | | |
B |25 j —— — j ‘ | \ \ j T — o ® }
D ; L4 > ‘ ‘ v VvV v v
more, no more, no  more, my Lord: nev-er turn back, Il nev-er turn back, Tl
> > >
- | | | | |
‘ i i é \ ] 1 1 1 \ ] 1 1
\QJ)} } ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘a > i j v v v v
> P A A A A f
. : : T e e ———
i I N N — 1 PR —
4 . = ; ‘ —_— \ \

Walker | Notes Almost Divine | 3. Never Turn Back



Walker | Notes Almost Divine | 3. Never Turn Back

48  [foot stomps]
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for SATB Chorus

4. Sweet Prospect

Samuel Stennett (1727—-1795)
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Solo
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Keyboard
(for

rehearsal
only)

Notes Almost Divine

Gwyneth Walker
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Notes Almost Divine
for SATB Chorus

5. On My Journey Home
Isaac Watts (1674—1748) Gwyneth Walker

Moderate tempo J =120
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