

















Piano

Voice 

  

At a weary walking pace (= 72) or slower

At a weary walking pace (= 72) or slower



with pedal
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Some times I feel like a

 




 

mournful
VERSE 1

(with pedal)

    
moth er less child,

 

   

 
  


 


   

some times I feel like a

 




 

- - - -
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moth er less child,

 

   

 
  


 


    

some times I feel like a

   

 
  

*    



 




moth er less child, a

 




  


- - - - -
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Motherless Child
Traditional

for High Voice and Piano

*Cue-sized notes are an ossia  for lower voices.
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long way from

 




 




  


home, a

  
 

 


 
 




long way from








 




home.

      


 















15
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Some times I feel like I’m







()lifeless
VERSE 2

()

    
al most gone,

       



(fade to barely audible


  

   

some times I feel like I’m







   



- - -
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al most gone,

       

 





 


    

Some times I feel like I’m

  




   



 




al most gone, a

       


- - -
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long way from






 
 







  


home, a

 

  

 


 
 




long way from
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home.
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6 6

           

6 6

light and feathery

with much pedal


  

   

Some times I feel like a

()light and feathery

barely audible

VERSE 3

    
feath er in the air,- -
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some times I feel like a

     

6

     

6

    
feath er in the air,

     

6

     

6

- -
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some times I feel like a

                       

6 6 6 6

                       

6 6 6 6


 


 




 



feath er in the air, a

                       

6 6 6 6

           
  

  
  

  

6 6
6 6

- -
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long way from

 


      


  


      




6 6 6 6




  


home, a

  
     

  
 


   

6 6 6













()
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long way from

       



home

      


 





mm.

      

 


  













42



           

         



          
         

rit.

rit.
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Some times I feel like a moth er less,

 


 
     

  
 



rhythmic diction
start quietly and cresc. poco a poco (to m. 52)

Start slowly and accel. poco a poco (to m. 52)

Start slowly and accel. poco a poco (to m. 52)

cresc. poco a poco (to m. 52)

INTERLUDE

          

like a moth er less, moth er less child.

 


 
     

  
 



- - - - - - -
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Some times I feel like a moth er less,





 

  
  

  
 

 


(accel. and cresc.)

(accel.)

(cresc.)

          

like a moth er less, moth er less child.





       

  
    

- - - - - - -
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Some times I feel like a moth er less,






       

 
 


  

(accel. and cresc.)

(accel.)

(cresc.)

          

like a moth er less, moth er less child.

 



       

   
   

- - - - - - -

















50



        

Some times I feel like a moth er less

          

     

(accel. and cresc.)

(accel.)

(cresc.)

           

child, like a moth er less child, like a moth er less

       

   
   

- - - - - - -
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child, like a motherless  child. (ad lib.)

 





  









rapid free recitative, any rhythm





      

My wear y soul take your

 



























( ) with strength and hope

Original tempo

Original tempo

( )

    
wings and fly,




























-
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my wear y soul take your








 



    
wings and fly,

    

       


 


    

my wear y soul take your

 



























- -
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wings and fly, a





 

 




















sub.
suddenly quiet

 
 




long way from

  
  

  
sub.




  


home, a

  

  
  

       
long way from















62



home

      


 





mm,

    
  

 


  

 
 
from


    

  

  

rit.

rit.





home.
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