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MATCH POINT

for Orchestra



Gwyneth Walker
MATCH POINT

Duration:
6 minutes

Instrumentation:
2fl 20b 2c 2bsn 4hn 2tpt 3tbn tuba 3 perc strings

Notes:

MATCH POINT is a musical dramatization of a tennis point.Tennis balls are dropped onto
the drums, brass players mute their instruments with yellow tennis balls and the conductor
conducts a mock ralley with a tennis racquet! Appropriate attire is suggested. . .

Performance History:
Premiered by the Wallingford Symphony
June 29, 1985 Wallingford, CT

Subsequent Preformances:

The Vermont Philharmonic Orchestra
The Little Orchestra Society of New York
(featuring Billie Jean King — 'tennis virtuoso’)
The Vermont Symphony Orchestra
The Evansville Philharmonic Orchestra
The Farmington Symphony

Memorable Quote:
"Iloveit! Actual enjoyment in the concert hall, and the music was good! This is wonderful fun!”

Panel of Judges

Composers Guild National Competition
(upon awarding MATCH POINT First Prize,
Instrumental Category)



I. TUNING UP

II. ANTICIPATION

ITII. THE POINT

IV. MARCHE TRIOMPHANTE

Duration: 6 Minutes

Performance Notes

Match Point is a musical dramatization of a tennis point. It is suggested that the
conductor wear tennis clothes, or at least a tennis hat. Orchestra players may also wear
tennis clothing such as wristlets, headbands, tennis hats and / or sneakers. The
conductor must be prepared to conduct the last two movements (“The Point” and
“Marche Triomphante”) with a tennis racquet.

Hints of tennis strokes are marked in the score to be used at the discretion of the
conductor. For example, the Percussionists and string players are asked to transform
their performance gestures into forehand and backhand strokes. And, any other
modifications of playing techniques (perhaps invented by the orchestra members) to
approximate a game of tennis would be welcome.

If the conductor happens to be a tennis player, he/she may add additional tennis
flourishes as desired. However, it is not necessary that the conductor play tennis. A
short consultation with a tennis player (of any level of ability!) should provide sufficient
preparation for performance.

Required equipment includes:

A bag of yellow tennis balls — for dropping on drums and
muting brass

Several ice cubes and a glass — for the ending

tennis racquet(s) — for the conductor



Match Point :

Gwyneth Walker

I. TUNING UP

Conductor walks onto stage carrying tennis racquet(s) and other tennis
equipment, if desired. Orchestra tunes to oboe or concertmaster.
Conductor listens to tension of racquet strings, “tunes up” racquets, tries
out batons, limbers up, ad lib.

II. ANTICIPATION

Drammatico

tennis balls dropped onto drums (let bounce and roll
into audience)

repeat ad lib.

NY

: "
Timpani i

o o o o 0

FARY

P mysterioso

low Tom-Tom repeat ad lib.

Percussipplf I
4

bR

P mysterioso
Bass Drum repeat ad lib.

Tr T
1T I
® o o o o

BN

P mysterioso

*Timpani and Percussion: In preparation for dropping balls, extend arm outward at shoulder height and drop ball
from there, visible to the audience.
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Moderato J-96

Follow back-and-forth rally (popping sounds) with
instrument elevated for the audience to see.
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IV. Marche Triomphante
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Conducted in Pompous Style (with hints of tennis strokes in conducting patterns)

(forehand volley)

(backhand volley)
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