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Let There Be Music! 
a festive overture 

in celebration of Maestro David Kidwell’s 25th season 
as Music Director of the Holyoke Civic Symphony (1997-2022) 

 

duration:  3 minutes and 40 seconds 
 

Notes 
 

During the pandemic years of 2020-2021, the Holyoke (MA) Civic Symphony, like many 
other orchestras, remained silent. Their performance venue at Holyoke Community College 
was closed. Group gatherings were avoided. 
 
Yet the orchestra, under the leadership of their Music Director, David Kidwell, managed to 
keep their shared love of music alive. Online discussions, player profiles and chamber music 
videos were among the ways that group interaction was maintained. 
 
Finally, during the Fall of 2021, it was possible to bring the orchestra back to their 
auditorium. Even though this first concert featured only chamber ensembles, the audience 
was thrilled to experience live music once again. When the players first walked onto the 
stage, they were greeted with a standing ovation. 
 
This overture was inspired by this memorable concert. Let there be music! 
 
 

The Composer 
 

Widely performed throughout the country, the music of American composer Gwyneth 
Walker is beloved by performers and audiences alike for its energy, beauty, reverence, 
drama, and humor. Dr. Gwyneth Walker (b. 1947) is a graduate of Brown University and the 
Hartt School of Music. She holds B.A., M.M. and D.M.A. degrees in Music Composition. A 
former faculty member of the Oberlin College Conservatory, she resigned from academic 
employment in 1982 in order to pursue a career as a full-time composer. For nearly 30 years, 
she lived on a dairy farm in Braintree, Vermont before returning to live in her childhood 
hometown of New Canaan, Connecticut. 
 

Further information concerning Gwyneth Walker and her works is available at: 
www.gwynethwalker.com  

 
 
 

Music preparation by: 
Tunesmith Music 

PO Box 91435 | Louisville KY 40291 | (502)762-9219 
www.tunesmithmusic.com |info@tunesmithmusic.com 
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a festive overture

*Parts for B¯ Trumpet are also available.
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