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Program notes

Journey on the Open Road is based on the familiar Walt Whitman poem, “Song of the Open 
Road.” The message is timeless, celebratory and powerful – the joy of setting forth on life’s journey. 
“Afoot and light-hearted, I travel the open road.”

The original poem is quite lengthy. Therefore, in creating this new setting, the composer has edited 
and focused the text, shaping it into seven distinct sections which alternate between chorus and 
soloists. In general, the role of the soloists is one of personal expression and reflection. “You road I 
enter upon and look around, I think you are filled with unseen life. You are so dear to me.” In 
contrast, the chorus is the voice of Everyman/Everywoman as they celebrate group sentiments 
such as “From this hour – freedom!”

The soloists and chorus continue in their alternating sections and then begin to merge, to travel 
together. The chorus adopts and comments upon phrases introduced by the soloists. “The soul 
travels, ever alive, ever forward.” Chorus and soloists join together for the final statement of 
“Arise! Let us go! Shall our lives be a journey on the open road!”

The music undertakes a journey of its own, moving along a “highway of shifting tonalities,” 
exploring many back roads of diverse textures. Ultimately, the voyage arrives at a heightened 
version of the opening section, coming full circle, but infused with energy from the adventure.

The composer selected the Whitman text for this composition due to the evocative and uplifting 
sentiments expressed in the poetry. Closing lines such as “my friend and companion, the road lies 
before us...” are a powerful reminder that life is filled with possibilities, both for the individual and 
for the joining together of souls sharing the journey. The musical interpretation is thus both 
exploratory and celebratory.

*          *          *          *          *

Dr. Gwyneth Walker (b. 1947) is a graduate of Brown University and the Hartt School of Music.  
She holds B.A., M.M. and D.M.A. Degrees in Music Composition. A former faculty member of the 
Oberlin College Conservatory, she resigned from academic employment in 1982 in order to pursue 
a career as a full-time composer. She now lives on a dairy farm in Braintree, Vermont. 

Gwyneth Walker is a proud resident of Vermont. She is the recipient of the Year 2000 "Lifetime 
Achievement Award" from the Vermont Arts Council as well as the 2008 “Athenaeum Award for 
Achievement in the Arts and Humanities” from the St. Johnsbury (VT) Athenaeum.

Walker's catalog includes over 180 commissioned works for orchestra, chamber ensembles, chorus 
and voice.  The music of Gwyneth Walker is published by E. C. Schirmer of Boston (choral and 
vocal music) and MMB Music of St. Louis (orchestral and instrumental music).
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Journey On the Open Road
for Soprano, Tenor, and Baritone Solo, SATB Chorus (divisi),

Two Pianos, and Percussion
Walt Whitman (1819-1892)

1. Afoot and Light-hearted (the journey begins)
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˙
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œ
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b
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Œ Œ
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Œ Œ
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Œ Œ
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∑
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∑

∑
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∑
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œ œ
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œ
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œ œ
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œ œ
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œ œ
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œ œ
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œ œ
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Œ Œ
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N œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ

.˙

light

.˙

light

œ œ œ
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œ œ œ

light

œ œ œ
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œ œ œ
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˙ œ
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2. You Road I Enter Upon

3. From This Hour – Freedom!*

*This song is a celebration of the freedom to travel the open road. The mood is joyous throughout.
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Ó
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Ó
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Ó
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Ó
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Ó
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-

-
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œ œ œ

œ

œ

>
œ

œ

>
œ

œ

>
œ

œ

>

œ œ
œ

œ

œ œ
œ

œ
œ œ

œ œ

œ
>

œ
>

œ

>

œ

>

œ œ
œ

œ
œ œ

œ œ

œ

œ

>
œ

œ

>

œ

>

œ

>

&

ã

ã

&

?

&

?

b

b

b

b

b

A

I

II

Perc. 3

Perc. 4

° ° ° °

E

E

41

œ

F   smoothly

œ œ œ

Go ing where I

∑

œ

 Bongo w/ hands

F

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
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œœ œœ œœ

j

œœ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

˙ œ œ

will, my own

∑

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
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Œ
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˙
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4

4
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Œ
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Œ
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∑
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∑

divesting myself of the holds
that would hold me.

divesting myself of the holds
that would hold me.

divesting myself of the holds
that would hold me.

divesting myself of the holds
that would hold me.

U

U

U

U

U

Œ
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Œ
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Œ
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∑
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Œ
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Œ
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˙
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˙
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∑
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∑
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∑
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∑
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Ó
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Ó
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Ó
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Ó
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Ó
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œ œ œ œ
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¿
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Ó Œ
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¿
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Ó Œ

¿
^

shout
[not on pitch]

¿
^

FREE DOM!

Ó Œ
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Ó
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œ
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Œ
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Œ œ
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Œ
œ

>

œ œ
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Œ
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Œ œ
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Œ
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Œ
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*Cue-size notes are an ossia, sing if preferred.




