Gwyneth Walker

CHANTIES AND BALLADS

Songs of the Sea for Tuba and Orchestra

in three movements:
“Coming Up for Air”

“Far From Home”
“Bonny Tuba”

duration: 15 minutes



Premiere Performance: The Millikin-Decatur Symphony Orchestra
Dr. A. Wesley Tower, Conductor
Mark Nelson, Tuba Soloist
February 4, 1996 -- Decatur, Illinois

Program Notes

The Tuba is an instrument with depth of tone and yet a buoyant and agile personality. Thus, it
seems uniquely suited to music with a nautical flavor such as these Chanties and Ballads -

Songs of the Sea.

The first movement, "Coming Up For Air,” features a jaunty melody for the Tuba with
ascending scale-runs and glissandi suggestive of rising up to the surface.

"Far From Home" is a ballad -- perhaps a lament sung by a homesick sailor. Sounds of the ship’s
rigging may be heard in the Percussion.

The final movement, "Bonny Tuba,” is a set of variations on a well-known melody. There is the
customarily somber (perhaps sunken) variation in the minor mode followed by a virtuosic triplet
arpeggiation variation. And, since the performance skills of a fine Tuba player are intended to be
seen as well as heard, the Tuba mute becomes a featured visual element in this movement.

Chanties and Ballads was completed during the summer of 1995 in the composer’s studio on
the Brainstorm Dairy Farm in Braintree, Vermont. Geographically remote, the ocean was
nevertheless present in the imagination!

Dr. Gwyneth Walker (b. 1947) is a graduate of Brown University and the Hartt School of
Music. She holds B.A., M.M. and D.M.A. Degrees in Music Composition. A former faculty
member of the Oberlin College Conservatory, Walker resigned from academic employment in
1982 in order to pursue a career as a full-time composer. She now lives on a dairy farm in
Braintree, Vermont.

Walker’s catalog includes over 130 commissioned works for orchestra, band, chorus and chamber
ensembles. The music of Gwyneth Walker is published by E.C. Schirmer of Boston (choral &
vocal music) and MMB Music of St. Louis (orchestral & instrumental music).

Gwyneth Walker is a proud resident of Vermont. She is the recipient of the Year 2000 “Lifetime
Achievement Award” from the Vermont Arts Council. And, as part of a focus on local
performances, Gwyneth Walker will be creating a new musical theater work to be premiered at
Chandler Hall, Randolph, VT in June, 2003.
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fastet, and gaining energy
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(or as fast as possible)
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