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Program Notes 

 
BY WALDEN POND, subtitled “a celebration of the writings of Henry David Thoreau, for 
Orchestra and Narrator,” brings Thoreau’s words to the concert stage, through readings and 
musical expression. As the Narrator presents Thoreau’s observations on Nature, the orchestra 
provides a musical commentary to the “expedition.” 
 
The texts are taken from Thoreau’s Walden and the Journals, dating from the 1850s. These 
writings chronicle the writer's sojourns in the woods of Massachusetts. But, Thoreau's 
exploration is beyond a geographic location. He is seeking the depths of life's meaning, the 
truth that comes when one chooses to “live deliberately, to live deep and suck out all the 
marrow of life.” He wishes to know “an entire heaven and an entire earth!” 
 
His writings are sincere, and often ecstatic – a reverence for the beauty of the woods; a delight 
in the small berries and cobwebs; the fresh energy of “mornings of creation.” Seeking eternity, 
he writes: “I would drink deeper; fish in the sky, whose bottom is pebbly with stars.” 
 
BY WALDEN POND comprises ten short movements, framed by a Prologue and Epilogue. 
These outer sections portray the young writer heading off into the woods, and later returning 
home. Marked “at a jaunty tempo, as if setting out on a walk into the woods,” the Prologue 
introduces the “setting forth” theme in the Clarinet, a theme that will later return when 
Thoreau prepares to head home (right before the Epilogue). 
 
The central movements are brief observations on Nature. The listener might choose to hear 
these as “journal entries,” rather than complete movements. The readings and music focus on 
a few images or perceptions:  
 
“Remember Thy Creator” – let the thunder rumble 
“I Seek Acquaintance With Nature” – I wish to know and entire heaven, and an entire earth 
“I Perceive the Spring in the Softened Air” – the softened air of Spring 
“Mornings” – a coffee percolator (!) 
“Interlude” – more morning joy, and the percolator 
“Dry, Hazy June Weather” – heaviness, exhaustion from summer heat 
“Dew on the Cobwebs” – dropped from the fairy shoulders that danced on the grass last  
  night! 
“The First Star is Lit” – evening sky, a single star 
 
This is the world of Henry David Thoreau – a world of beauty and imagination for those who 
sojourn BY WALDEN POND. 
 

-notes by the composer 
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1. Prologue

By Walden Pond
A celebration of the writings of Henry David Thoreau, for Orchestra and Narrator
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NARRATOR walks on stage dressed in simple outdoor clothing.

NARRATOR reads (while Solo Violin and Violoncello play unobtrusively in the background):

I went to the woods because I wished to live deliberately, to front only the essential facts of life, and see if I could not
learn what I had to teach, and not, when I came to die, discover that I had not lived.

I do not wish to live what was not life, living is so dear, nor did I wish to practice resignation, unless it was 
quite necessary.
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I wanted to live deep and suck out all the marrow of life, to live sturdily and Spartan–like as to put to rout all that was
not life, to cut a broad swath and shave close, to drive life into a corner, and reduce it to its lowest terms, and if it
proved to be mean, why then to get the whole and genuine meanness of it, and publish its meanness to the world;

or if it were sublime, to know it by experience, and be able to give a true account of it in my next excursion.
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2. Remember Thy Creator
NARRATOR:
Remember thy creator in the days of thy youth.
Rise free from care before the dawn and seek adventures.
Let the noon find thee by other lakes,
and the night overtake thee everywhere at home.
Grow wild according to thy nature.
Let the thunder rumble.
Take shelter under the cloud.
Enjoy the land, but own it not.

(begin music)
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3. I Seek Acquaintance With Nature

NARRATOR:  I        want      to      go      soon      and      live     away     by     the

(reading synchronizes approximately with the music –  words in bold come on downbeats)
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pond, where    I    shall    hear       only       the       wind

whispering    among    the    reeds.ª
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It   will   be   enough   if   I   shall   leave   myself   behind. I   seek   ac–

– quaintance with nature, to  know   her  moods   and   her  manners.
ª
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I wish to know 
an entire heaven, and an entire earth!

(reading begins in middle of measure)
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I wish to know
       an entire heaven,

(reading begins in middle of measure)

and an entire earth!
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4. I Perceive the Spring in the Softened Air
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NARRATOR:   I    perceive    the     
(reading synchronizes approximately with the music – words in bold come on downbeats)

softened   air,
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softened   air.
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Looking   through   the   transparent   vapors, all surfaces   look    more
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vivid. The  harshness     of     winter

ª

is    relaxed.
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(start reading in middle of measure)

(ecstatically) I do not know that the woods 
                                          are ever more beautiful,

or affect me more.

How silent are the footsteps of Spring!

ª



ã

ã

Perc.

E
a tempo (q  = 132)31



j

œ

Woodblock

p

‰ ‰
j

œ
Œ

j

œ
‰



j

œ
‰ ‰

j

œ
Œ

j

œ
‰

œ

p

œ ‰
J

œ
œ œ

œ
œ

j

œ
‰ ‰

j

œ
Œ

j

œ
‰

œ
œ ‰

J

œ
œ œ

œ
œ

j

œ
‰ ‰

j

œ
Œ

j

œ
‰

&

&

&

ã

ã

&

&

&

&

b

b

#

b

b

b

b

Perc.

Vlns.

Fls.

Obs.

1
2

1
2

Cls. 1
2

1

2

Vla.

Vlc.

Ÿ~~~~~~~~~~ Ÿ~~~~~~~

with excitement for the joy of Spring

with excitement for the joy of Spring

35
j

œ
.

1.

p

‰
j

œ
.

‰

j

œ
.

‰

J

œn
.

‰

Ó
j

œ
.

1.

p

‰
j

œ
.

‰



œ
œ ‰

J

œ
œ œ

œ
œ

j

œ
‰ ‰

j

œ
Œ

j

œ
‰

œ

p

unis.

œ œ œ œ œ œn œ

j

œ
.

p

unis.
‰

j

œ
.

‰
œ œ œ œ

j

œ
.

p

unis.
‰

j

œ
.

‰
j

œ
.

‰
j

œ
.

‰

j

œ
.

p

unis.
‰

j

œ
.

‰
j

œ
.

‰
j

œ
.

‰

J

œ
.

‰ .˙n

Ÿ

j

œ
.

‰

J

œn
.

‰

J

œ
.

‰ œ

j

œ
.

a2

p

‰

j

œœ
.

‰

j

œ
œ
.

‰

j

œ
œ

#

.

‰

œ
œ ‰

J

œ
œ œ

œ
œ

j

œ
‰ ‰

j

œ
Œ

j

œ
‰

œ œ œn œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œn œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œn œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

j

œ
.

‰

J

œn
.

‰

J

œ
.

‰
J

œ
.

‰

˙

j

œ
.

‰

J

œn
.

‰

j

œ

.

‰

.˙

Ÿ

J

œ

.

‰ J

œ#

.

‰ J

œ

.

‰ J

œ

.

‰

œ
œ ‰

J

œ
œ œ

œ
œ

j

œ
‰ ‰

j

œ
Œ

j

œ
‰

œ œ œn œ œ œ œ œ

œn œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œn œ œ œ œ œ

j

œ
.

‰

J

œn
.

‰

j

œ
.

‰

J

œ
.

‰

J

œ
.

‰
.˙

Ÿ

J

œ
.

‰
J

œ
.

‰
J

œ
.

‰
œ

J

œ
.

a2
‰

J

œœ#
.

‰

J

œ
œ

.

‰

J

œ
œ

.

‰

œ
œ ‰

J

œ
œ œ

œ
œ

j

œ
‰ ‰

j

œ
Œ

j

œ
‰

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œn œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

29

Walker / By Walden Pond  / 4. I Perceive the Spring in the Softened Air

ª



&

&

&

ã

ã

&

&

&

&

b

b

#

b

b

b

b

Perc.

Vlns.

Fls.

Obs.

1
2

1
2

Cls. 1
2

1

2

Vla.

Vlc.

~~~~

39
œ
œ

cresc.

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

˙

cresc.

œ
œ

(+2.)
œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

j

œ

.

cresc.

‰ .˙

Ÿ

J

œ

.

‰

J

œ

.

‰ J

œ

.

‰ J

œ

.

‰

œ

cresc.

œ ‰
J

œ
œ œ

œ
œ

j

œ

cresc.

‰ ‰
j

œ
Œ

j

œ
‰

œ

cresc.

œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ

cresc.

œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ

œ

cresc.

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

j

œ
.

cresc.

‰
j

œ
.

‰ œ œ œ œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ œ

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

j

œ

œ
.

‰

j

œ

œ
.

‰
œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ ‰

J

œ
œ œ

œ
œ

j

œ
‰ ‰

j

œ
Œ

j

œ
‰

œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ
œ œ

œ œ

œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ

j

œ
.

‰
j

œ
.

‰ œ œ œ œ

œ

a2

œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

a2
œ œ œ

œ
œ ‰

J

œ
œ œ

œ
œ

j

œ
‰ ‰

j

œ
Œ

j

œ
‰

œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ

œ œ
œ œ

œ œ œ œ

œ œ
œ œ

œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ

rit.

rit.

œ œ œ œ
œ œ œœ œœ

œ
œn

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ
œ ‰

J

œ
œ œ

œ
œ

j

œ
‰ ‰

j

œ
Œ

j

œ
‰

œ œ œ œ
œ œ œœ

div.
œœ

œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ

œn œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

30

Walker / By Walden Pond  / 4. I Perceive the Spring in the Softened Air



&

&

&

ã

ã

&

&

&

&

b

b

#

b

b

b

b

Perc.

Vlns.

Fls.

Obs.

1
2

1
2

Cls. 1
2

1

2

Vla.

Vlc. slowly gliss. to end of string

slowly gliss. to end of string

slowly gliss. to end of string

slowly gliss. to end of string

F

F

43 ˙
˙

f

J

œ
œ

p

‰ Œ

U

˙
˙

f

J

œ
œ

p

‰ Œ

U

˙
˙

f

j

œ
œ

p

‰ Œ

U

J

œ

f

‰ Œ Ó

U

j

œ

f

‰ Œ Ó

U

˙
˙

f

J

œ
œ

p

‰ Œ

U

˙
˙

f

div.

J

œ
œ

p

‰ Œ

U

˙
˙

f

div.

J

œ
œ

p

‰ Œ

U

˙
˙

f

div.
j

œ
œ

p

‰ Œ

U

U

U

U

U

U

U

U

U

U









(as a Spring breeze)

(as a Spring breeze)

(as a Spring breeze)

(as a Spring breeze)











œ


p

unis.

œ



p

unis.

œ



p

unis.

œ



p

unis.

U

U

U

U

U

U

U

U

[keep bows held high
 into next movement]









œ

Tri.



Œ Ó

U









31

Walker / By Walden Pond  / 4. I Perceive the Spring in the Softened Air

How silent are the 
  footsteps of Spring!
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*Note to Conductor: The length of the “played” measure(s) should be approximately the same length as the “spoken" measures.”
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œ
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‰ ‰
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‰ ‰
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‰
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‰ œ
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œ ‰ œ œ

‰
œ
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œ
‰

œ œ

‰
œ
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œ

‰ œ œ

j

œ
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‰ ‰

j

œ
‰ ‰

j
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j
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‰
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‰
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‰
œ œ

‰ œ œ

j

œ
‰ ‰

j

œ
‰ ‰

j

œ
‰ ‰

j

œ
‰ ‰

56

Walker / By Walden Pond  / 8. Dew On the Cobwebs

ª



&

ã

&

&

B

?

?

b
b

b

b
b

b

b
b

b

b
b

b

b
b

b

b
b

b

Perc.

Vlns.

Obs. 1
2

1

2

Vla.

Vlc.

Cb.

B

B

NARRATOR: Everywhere there is dew on the cobwebs,
(reading is approximately synchronized with the music)
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œ
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‰
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‰ œ œ

j
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j
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‰
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little     gossamer     veils,
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.œæ

Solo
arco

j

œ

.

‰ ‰

‰

œ

Altri (pizz.)

œ

‰

œ œ

.œæ

Solo
arco j

œ

.

‰ ‰

‰
œ

Altri (pizz.)

œ
‰ œ œ

.œæ
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j

œ

.

‰ ‰

‰

œ
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œ

‰

œ œ

j

œ
‰ ‰

j

œ
‰ ‰

j

œ
‰ ‰

j

œ
‰ ‰

and     scarfs     as     big     as     your     hand.





‰ œ

Tutti (pizz.)
œ ‰ œ œ

‰
œ

Tutti (pizz.)

œ
‰

œ œ

‰
œ

Tutti (pizz.)
œ

‰ œ œ

j

œ
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œ
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j

œ
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œ

‰ ‰





‰
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j
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j
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j
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œ
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F
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.

œ
.

œ
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J

œ
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F
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œ

‰ ‰

‰
œ

F

œ
‰

œ œ

‰
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F

œ

‰

œ œ

‰ œ
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œ
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‰

œ
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œ
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‰

œ
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œ
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‰
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œ
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‰ œ œ œ
œ œ

œ ‰

œ
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œ ‰ ‰
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œ
j

œ ‰ ‰

They  were  dropped  from the fairy  shoulders       that        danced on the grass   last   night.
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œ œ
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œ
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Hi & Low Bongos
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œ
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‰
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[During this section NARRATOR might “explore” the stage, looking for cobwebs.]
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[During this closing section, the NARRATOR wanders to the edge of the stage, gazing upward at the sky filled with stars.]
Gently flowing  q   = 108
   to depict stars in the sky

Gently flowing  q   = 108
   to depict stars in the sky
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