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Program Notes

BY WALDEN POND, subtitled “a celebration of the writings of Henry David Thoreau, for
Orchestra and Narrator,” brings Thoreau’s words to the concert stage, through readings and
musical expression. As the Narrator presents Thoreau’s observations on Nature, the orchestra
provides a musical commentary to the “expedition.”

The texts are taken from Thoreau’s Walden and the Journals, dating from the 1850s. These
writings chronicle the writer's sojourns in the woods of Massachusetts. But, Thoreau's
exploration is beyond a geographic location. He is seeking the depths of life's meaning, the
truth that comes when one chooses to “live deliberately, to live deep and suck out all the
marrow of life.” He wishes to know “an entire heaven and an entire earth!”

His writings are sincere, and often ecstatic — a reverence for the beauty of the woods; a delight
in the small berries and cobwebs; the fresh energy of “mornings of creation.” Seeking eternity,
he writes: “I would drink deeper; fish in the sky, whose bottom is pebbly with stars.”

BY WALDEN POND comptrises ten short movements, framed by a Prologue and Epilogue.
These outer sections portray the young writer heading off into the woods, and later returning
home. Marked “at a jaunty tempo, as if setting out on a walk into the woods,” the Prologue
introduces the “setting forth” theme in the Clarinet, a theme that will later return when
Thoreau prepares to head home (right before the Epilogue).

The central movements are brief observations on Nature. The listener might choose to hear
these as “journal entries,” rather than complete movements. The readings and music focus on
a few images or perceptions:

“Remember Thy Creator” — let the thunder rumble

“I Seek Acquaintance With Nature” — I wish to know and entire heaven, and an entire earth

“I Perceive the Spring in the Softened Air” — the softened air of Spring

“Mornings” — a coffee percolator (I)

“Interlude” — more morning joy, and the percolator

“Dry, Hazy June Weather” — heaviness, exhaustion from summer heat

“Dew on the Cobwebs” — dropped from the fairy shoulders that danced on the grass last
night!

“The First Star is Lit” — evening sky, a single star

This is the world of Henry David Thoreau — a world of beauty and imagination for those who
sojourn BY WAILLDEN POND.

-notes by the composer
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By Walden Pond

A celebration of the writings of Henry David Thoreau, for Orchestra and Narrator

Gwyneth Walker
1. Prologue
At a jaunty tempo J=126

as if setting out on a walk into the woods

— 0 |
Pi . = = = =
iccolo 5> —%
oJ
H |
Fl | |EAa% - - - -
utes ) |[H2—%
oJ
H |
| |5 % - - - -
Oboes NEGE="
oJ
1 o}
. A—= - - - -
B Clarinets 5 |FE %
oJ
B 1 =% - - - L
assoons 2 7 5 !i
)
1 P’ A %
r—— - - - -
20 1D = 3
. oJ
Horns in F A
3 p” A —
Z 1% - - - -
4 FO—%
19
A==
1| |Hes=>—% = = = —
ANIV4 x
. oJ
Trumpets in C A
2 b
Py - - - -
3ED—H&
19
|y | C——— 1
,l- lhD z - - - -
2 a—
Trombones
3| | - - - -
Z b /1
U v x
3 = = = =
Tuba A —
a— 3
LC
| Bongo w/ sticks
El] 4 » v 2 v 2 »y Py » v 2 v 2 »y Py » v 2 v 2 [ r A v 2 v 2 ¥y Py
4 < < 1 < < —— 1 < < —— t < < ——
T ——— T ——— T —— T —
Percussion p 3 3 3 3
i 4 - - - -
4
> 3
LC
At a jaunty tempo J=126
as if setting out on a walk into the woods tip of bow
+ ) | - n - n
D" AN ) = 0@ & & = 0@ & &
1 Z_bh ks 3 - - 1] 7] 2 2 i 1 1 1T 7] 2 2 i 1 1
@ L /1 y Py PN T ; T ;/ Py Py T ; ;
D) p lightly 3 3
Violins .
1p O ow
tip of by
H | .
2 A% - - S — 2 ¥ y | —— ¥ y
| £ WL 4 1] L Py Py 1 1 1 i) L Py Py 1 1 1
ANIYA > 3 174 T T T 174 T T T
d v R — L3 —
p lightly 3 3
tip of bow
, - pope e oo
. S ——— - - e — e A B S————
VlOla ) r 4 L4 L Py Py L4 L - -
p lightly
Violoncello Y% = = = =
Z b 4
L > 3
c 3 = = = =
ontrabass T

© Copyright 2009 by Gwyneth Walker
273 Brainstorm Rd., Braintree VT 05060
All Rights Reserved.



>

L N N (1N AL AL N o
[\ HET B e LI IS YAH | BN AT B A e e o |-
o b (L HRN N T L LN o N N [YAEE N ol N o o o L HRN
-1 o = g
o
| JIER 4 ~ ~ ~ 4 4 ~
[ f~d ¢ A Nt 4 f~d f~d Nt 0 1
ol "t ~ ~ 4 4 ~
A [l AN ft vt A vt ft ft ft vt L
778 1#
o1 o1 o
o1 o o1 o1 -
AN I NERN “HIN I N TSR Ya Nl L oL -xlx_ N 1 { 1aNA B[ i= NG in XY o L HRN
N AL AL o | 15N a N ~ o
e N1 B | SR | e e  ME1 B e e
fard fd Al L fd AL L o ol ol .rlx”_ L .l N (YaR ol ol
-1 o = g
'«
o

Py
Ai T F
T T
T T
>
77
T
T
L — 2 y 2
ry ry
y 2 y 2
< <
r ) r
] ini
A T
L |4
L T— y 2
—e <
L — 2 y 2
ry ry
L — 2 y 2
ry ry
y 2 y 2
ry ry
y 2 y 2
< <
r )
T
T 31
33— 3
-
y 2 y 2
< <
-
3 y 2 y 2
ry ry
3 y 2 y 2
ry ry
(73 y 2 y 2
i < <
y 2 y 2
< <
y 2 y 2
ry ry

>

N4 o A N4 i YaN§ B Y N Ya N ol ol
(VAN N  inNE B[ i=NGEEEY in Ny [ 1N ol
[ HA N N o
N AR AL (121
..I..l el -.\..I. o~ -.\..I. o 'x.\..l. o
B B N, o N N, oL oL o N o i R an b N S|
R
il LIAEY L (| Al iy A
=
laH
2
g
g oo ~t ~t N ¢ ~t ~t ~t ~t ML A 3 N4 i I A A I
BN 1 =
&
A eelll A N i~ i N i i~ i~ ~ i I I I I I I
Pin
191 o o7 o7 k]
9 9 o

)
¥
¥

r
1

i
r )
1

T

|

L—3—

r
1
T
o
e
1]
174
¥
=
)
¥
¥

‘" [ N
N N N o
N N AR AL (121
[\ N1 B [\ W1 PSS N | [~
AT BN [ A1 P [\ N1 Be ',Il o
‘" N4 ol N N4 ALl ALl [Yal ol ol
-5 L YRNR N AL A o ol ol
Rz
o
]
. ~¢ ~¢ = | N e e ~¢ ~¢ 4 [} JuER 1 e ~¢ ~¢ ~¢ ~¢ ~¢
= R i
=
2
E
H & A N SR ~t ~t H e & ~t ~t ~t ~t ~t 1L ~t ~t ~t ~t ~t ~t ~t
o
o1 o o1 o1 o1 o1 o1 o
Y i sSU Y AN e  iaNg B[ inNAE iaNg g, N  inNg o o

,
- Ml Tld Td TIH Ml TIH Ml
g N nNE NE el N arie
oMW 6 A BN W B 0 ! il -
—_ — — — ~N — —
2 2 Z g Z s ke S 2 Z g s 9 S
o @) A & = > > © o A & > > ©

Walker / By Walden Pond / 1. Prologue



-

#g ?#P.?.-.-

L=

L)
eﬁ o o N / L | L i il il
L L |l 4. Vaxigy Le
7, >N [ =N | >N - =1 = * =
, I I i o8 o8
o o Ml ™ ™ H ga
i i N =Tl || =|1fw- || =M
=l || =[] = I I r
N 9 Ol Ol
o o o ™ ™ pia L Lt
o7 L] 1] N . =T179]|* > L\ >
L) = 4l =[N =[NP wa wa ot o T
[y i i || L
= = b ] ] N e e | En g
Cnll ks | A
In .-L AR > .4 m =|nd =|nd |l |l
. sl =
L 1 ol
o1 o N N laH A% o {1
b/ | | YERN B L L
| N AR = - N N >\ >\ @3 @3
)| | | 1IN T T
o Ol i~ Ol Ol o
|| [ AN ESY 0 0
1] .{x”_ A >N >4 = | = | ™ ™
L N 1l 1l
o Ol i~ Ol Ol o , INE INE
i .;4 + ;Ws ;ws | , . .
|l o Eoan = o] > . PN =|nd =|-nd] ~ | Ll o q ) o S o! S o
D ol ¢
= ot o ~ o o ON ~ Ly 1L 1L \ BN
sl A o L 1 R 1 i
H Ll [ a! ~ ) U | [N N N N T e o e "
|| -y HA
*H.l #H.\..Iﬂ' .\..I.v‘v
o i H |l 1
1L N Al (3
o | NN || L {1 AL AL
M has " " _H; ﬁxi |
< <
1) 1) H s L
5] 5] ™ N
| \HWI! ¢ e e e e Nt L e He | e W
i [1T™ . M
s .mUx ¢ ~¢ vt ~¢ ~¢ ~ i e He
Il 14 1 1/ o Ol i~ Ol 7r 7r
o o~ 1 T TN T [
Mol o Y SaN N Y Ya g L o iy
L | (YA T
- L || o L] T N
N L YANR |1 Ll o ol ol N
g ez Hy
TN T N
|| [ JERR ~¢ ~¢ vt ~¢ ~¢ ~ " " e
R
TN
H ey Ak Nt o . . e L) T \
TN
o 9 9 e .
[ | AR axY X SaN N o o s AT &Y
= B B
fld Ml Tld TIH ld ld .8 1T Ml ld
X NP B b & 2 o o N N N N 2= o N
ra AY (
S — | S — |
— — — — — — ~ — <
2 2 Z g g s ke s 2 A 2 K ke S
= O & S = = = O = o O > > ©

Walker / By Walden Pond / 1. Prologue



21
— 0

mf

| ,, N o/ o ol Y
- 1. . X \H- f.LT o] "
| || N o o] [ YaRA o [Y
i i I 1 i il i i
0| [ - ” Pt e
(9Ll N N N L s [T™
" 1) 1) L " e e ol (Y [y
1801 || O\ B O 1
L] L] NH ) L] k) [YaRI (Yl [
T TN [T™ [T™ [
/ 34 .\..I..\..I.. 34 .I..\..I..\.. .I.\.Lj o *I.\.' o
LT ™ L - 1! ] L] ™ ! N
L1 L1 m (Vi | 108 v
4 4 Z L L o
I 1 E «'L ﬁ; ﬁ.L ol .
i i 5 o o ol
L b L b & f?y W .L b ﬁ.L b 1l |
L L o L o N
' il il ' ol N ol ﬁ i
4 4 « L L1l IS o
Il 1 fL ru o] ol .
i i o o ol
\ H 1/ '.1 ! I ¥ ﬁ rlu# o)
o d S S S Y
M M kel G G
- O < []] N AL Ol Al
L Y bR
-] { @3 .&3 i il W
' N N il ' N N d €«
.. . - (sl
- O r IN “HII* hmlu !.I”_ Al
N N il | 1A Sﬁuu- o
wil | i) i 1 A |
, N N €«
o ‘3 .PIMS d o4
[ 1 NN N N 1.1”_ [ HA
[ ol ﬁu. o
[ i ol 1
' ' N N K €«
.. I SN
ol ..”{* ..mxu gfu_ o
HH e o
RS N W .”{*3 3%“.- [ ﬁfL " DU
o 8 ) ) F [ - i £MJ - 1 £ u”wll £ W. [“rl £ W.
N Noe Noe N AN X n,pnm s Nee o o 4
— — — — . . — N

Walker / By Walden Pond / 1. Prologue



non

Ol Ol o
;L AN > 4N >N >
Ol Ol o
L ‘A =>4 = Ny = A
5
Ol Ol o
L = Ny = A
Ol o
gL =N = A
N
Ol Ol o
| THE| B
L N =>4 = - = -l
| 1nNg
1 14 Ol Ol o[
o~
gL u_nIx\; s =N = - = -4l
| 1nNg
1 ) Ol Ol o[
o~
L .rxNV =>4 = - = -l
Ol Ol o
;LS | NN ny
3 L) K YaES 1A 1 IR
= — M
U [ YAEN I I
s
X YRRR 1] 1 I
[Pan
N
]
qH ol [ YRAS AL i
I (L YNEN 1 el
I [ YAEN I el
5
K YRS CYRAR 1 1L
[ YAEN I el
e I N )
N ) BL.N _en
oL GN GN

N
Ol Ol
N e ﬂ
| N | N | REN A N o
Ol Ol
AL ‘A o ‘A Nt it
s 5 )
Ol Ol
| 15ER ol A 4
Pas! :=s
N k]
1/ W
.—i‘\; lxlx\; A A 1
N N | 158 N
Ol Ol
(YA ‘3 ol -14 o~ A1 B
N N | 108 Y N
N g | | 1nNE g OO g o
o~ o~ o~
.lex; T yaNg -xlxx; [ YRER x; + 4 N4 1
s 5 An
N ) | N ) OO ) o
el o~ el
[ YA V BT TnNE [ YA V N V « QD N
Ol Ol
N 11N JTYAAN L Esy N £
N
N e ﬂ
“TToN L = s
N 4 QHH ML A 4 ¢
s gt ~h!
| THEN o ol [} ERR ~t
LHU' LHU' nhﬂh‘v
] ] ]
o] | ol ] N N T N 1
N
N
i N (i [ NER N
I | s 1L ([ RN 4 1
s = An
K YRAR Nt 9| | e Y| [e K AN Nt
Ol I~ o
| —H L 10N _I N
L) qf N Jf el S
Tld — Ml
~ NEr DN NE DL N
QM N o o~ 3 = alh
—_ — — — N
1) 5 % % ] S
Q —_ el = =] =
A - o © @ &

Vla.

Vic.

Cb.

Walker / By Walden Pond / 1. Prologue



AR IIEES
Ll Qﬁ v‘ o Ol o Ol o Ol Ol
e L e . | =[fTN- =y =M >[N >N
1T
Ll on *IM o Ol o Ol o Ol Ol
L e T . | =T S i1 e = > |-
[T
o on ~ N C Ol o Ol o Ol Ol
i i 1 Nd FO . A =& = =[N
i)
o Callln Ol o~ m o Ol o Ol o Ol Ol
o P S VA i VIRV S AU 8 = o ={ep = |
o mv‘v o Ol mlv‘vv o Ol o
e » ™
‘4 a8 i [ i\ N . = -y =>-4N =>4
» L)
o o~ m o Ol jmﬂ o o Ol o
3 YaNA N . . h!nnvy . N | 1 = Q[ h = QN = Q[ h
N
o o~ o Ol o o Ol o
{ Yas¥ mly N | = UR mnyv . i~ = -4 = - = -4
o o Ol o o Ol o
ol S = ﬁ
[IEN N - h\inv, . NI d b O >4t >4 q q
/ N N N
\ (s} l N
o N N A U <« N L L
o L L
A N N N
i o AN " D e
n L L
Tl Ay A
ol “w “w ol ey K YARA K YA N a N
knﬂ. Pan Pan nhﬂh‘v knﬂ. LHU. 'AIII oL oL
O LN i Lo oW
.—ill; , [ \_ , [ \_ | -xlx\; I 1 o x_ o _ [ YAREI N N
N ol ol
A’ilx ol L HEI BN
ruﬂxl (o el [} NER ruﬂxl I N ol ol
[ YARN ol ol
A N ol L HEI BN
o H ,..n.nls o | o . 538 o o« o
N ol ol
A'ilx ol L HEI BN
[KYARR | o It [KYARR K YARR A ol ol
[ YAREI ol ol
) A (il o] Ll IS
el I . Rl oL W el el o ol ol
Lmhw .W.\ Lmh Lmhw & |hUU ity ity
B L B B
AW 7o M M = MNP N B M ik
— — — — I
g @ 24 2 Z g Z o S =
£ a S ® 2 2 = > S S

Walker / By Walden Pond / 1. Prologue



33 »
1[E o} _ ¢ 2 -
b A Py -
Cls. o — X
2 1= I
J  ~o- RS &' -
1 o I —
Bsns. 752 A — -
—Lte———————————+L
P
~ ) |
D
1| | o=
ANIYA
o e e e — s L — s
Vlns. P
p
2| |Hes?
ANIYA
D) s = ==
p/\
1102 b T T T o o~ T T T o o~ T T T o o~ T T T o =
Vla.  S— Ao i f* A i f* i f* i f*
) A - T T T T T - T 1 T T T - T T T T T - T T T T T
— T — T — T — T
3 3 3 3
P
o o )
e P, oo e P, oo el P e, o PP N
Ve o P e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e et e e
L == T — T =
L — | — | — | L =
3 3 3 3
P
o. (B = | 2 | 2 % -
== I = I = I = I
P
NARRATOR walks on stage dressed in simple outdoor clothing.
NARRATOR reads (while Solo Violin and Violoncello play unobtrusively in the background):
I went to the woods because I wished to live deliberately, to front only the essential facts of life, and see if I could not
learn what I had to teach, and not, when I came to die, discover that I had not lived.
repeat figure unti.l cued to continue
7 @ !Solo ‘
R e S
Vins. 1 |Hes? T —— —— — — — —
\.jl 1 1 T 1 1 T 1 1 T 1 1 T
P 3 3 3 3
repeat figure urm"l cued to continue
r 1
Solo PP P e
Vi 3 = vt
C. Z 5 = P > — I ! ! - &
~ E D Hj
- "
I do not wish to live what was not life, living is so dear, nor did I wish to practice resignation, unless it was
quite necessary.
repeat figure unti.l cued to continue
lE] et
— 0 | Py P o Py P o
o D 1 >y 1 >y 1 >y 1 >y 1 >y 1 >y
Vins. 1 |Hes? 1 — — — — — —
\.jl 1 L I 1 L I 1 L I 1 L I
(17) 3 3 3 3
~
repeat figure until cued to continue
r 1
3/\ )
- o ® £ o o
o T r i = 1 T T T 1 r ]
Ve, [EF . I — .=
= - 3 —
® 3

Walker / By Walden Pond / 1. Prologue




I wanted to live deep and suck out all the marrow of life, to live sturdily and Spartan—like as to put to rout all that was

not life, to cut a broad swath and shave close, to drive life into a corner, and reduce it to its lowest terms, and if it

proved to be mean, why then to get the whole and genuine meanness of it, and publish its meanness to the world;

~
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11
2. Remember Thy Creator

NARRATOR:

Remember thy creator in the days of thy youth.

Rise free from care before the dawn and seek adventures.
Let the noon find thee by other lakes,

and the night overtake thee everywhere at home.

Grow wild according to thy nature.

Let the thunder rumble.

Take shelter under the cloud.

Enjoy the land, but own it not.

(begin music)

Ominously J = 100

as a thunderstorm approaching 5 drums of differing pitches
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13 with building energy rit.
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NARRATOR (read slowly):
Enjoy the land... but own it not

L 1N
N
L 18
o
" " " " " " " " "
o
L1
(1IN
Wl |®
< " " " " " " " " "
RS
¢l ¢ ¢ ¢ ol dill  dp| e ¢ ¢ dli
Gl
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ v{ ~
o Ol Ol i~ o o o Ol i~ o
'ﬁ Pann Pan k\J‘ A, Pan
ny e | 1L i | 1R [ s [T™ [ " =i TN
( i i ) &
ld HEN EEN T4 i ~TH Ml Ml Tn Ml
NGO [ NG NG NG NG a8 N n al N
! / T T T T f L T
— N — — o <t — N — o
. 7 ; 5 %) < 5 .
2 ] 2 8 = 2 2 &
S A = e = = e o

rit.

con sord.

Walker / By Walden Pond /2. Remember Thy Creator



17

3. I Seek Acquaintance With Nature

Flowing J. = 108
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I seek ac—

It will be enough if I shall leave myself behind.
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(reading begins in middle of measure)

I wish to know

an entire heaven, and an entire earth!

a tempo (J =108)
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4. 1 Perceive the Spring in the Softened Air
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are ever more beautiful,

(ecstatically) I do not know that the woods

(start reading in middle of measure)
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39

Narr. The world has been ‘ Mornings of creation, ‘ It is the poet’s hour.
recreated in the night I call them. Mornings when we are newborn,
we who have the seeds of life in us.
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Start slowly and accel.
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Conductor keep baton raised

until start of next movement.
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7. Dry, Hazy June Weather

We are more of the

NARRATOR (read slowly)
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*Note to Conductor: The length of the “played” measure(s) should be approximately the same length as the “spoken" measures.
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The season of hope

We are getting deeper into
the mists of the earth.

and promise is past;
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the season when
berries are ripe.

already the season of

small fruits has arrived,
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The prospect of the
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(play an octave higher if necessary)
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suggestive of a few small berries

[D] Quickly, ad /ib.

8. Dew On the Cobwebs
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(reading is approximately synchronized with the music)

gossamer  veils,

little

Everywhere there is dew on the cobwebs,

NARRATOR
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danced on the grass last night.

that

They were dropped from the fairy shoulders
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[During this section NARRATOR might “explore” the stage, looking for cobwebs.]
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43 (spoken rhythmically and joyfully)
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a tempo

51
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9. The First Star Is Lit

=80

Peacefully J

e
T

&
T

[ W

[ W

[ W
]
[N
- *
N
3
S 0w
<
NN Sunyl
|
.|
Ni.N NL.N
N Ngre
\ AY (
ed
— -
o >

*Use a few players through letter E.
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[NARRATOR reads as music continues in the background.]

NARRATOR

Everyday a new picture is painted and
framed, held up for half an hour in
such lights as the Great Artist chooses,

o)
repeat figure until cued to continue
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And I go home.

And then the first

And then the damask curtains
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10. Epilogue

Gently flowing J=108

ol
-{us .r%lws
N o
ol ol
.rmeJ .i ik
- IH"H....\..I. \M\PI. 1
p us il
.i + rx“_ A
o o ~t
ol
.i + .rm—s
ol i
ol
.‘Ls .r,+
N ol
o o
.rm_s F# i
- IH"H....\..I. \M\PI. 1
p us il
.i T r;”_
o o ~t
(118
lllu* ol L 1 &3
o] i
, (IS [y
, B ol us
§ ol
(Y1
.r%
1 1 LWH:
o]
o ~d
L 1 uS
T
Y
= o] us
— ol
Il .
- .Lj
| g s
o«
ﬂW , rx”_ N
4 ~t _|V_v - o .M ~t
i ’ m s \([{ & 5
i i ESCHINIEERS '8 g s .
n,x ™ N AN n,x mﬁw_ N AN
— o
z £ Z o o s
= = s > > o

(approximately synchronized with music)
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sandy bottom and detect how shallow it is.
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Its thin currents slide away, but eternity remains.
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fish in the sky,

I would drink deeper,
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bottom is pebbly with stars.
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fish in the sky, whose bottom is pebbly with stars.

I would drink deeper,
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[During this closing section, the NARRATOR wanders to the edge of the stage, gazing upward at the sky filled with stars.]

Gently flowing J=108

to depict stars in the sky
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