Gwyneth Walker

Birds of Peace

Songs of Freedom and Peace
for High Voice, Flute and Piano

“The Caged Bird”
“The Raven and the Dove”
“Everyone Sang”



program notes:

The bird is often a poetic symbol of the exalted qualities of freedom and peace. Birds of
Peace songs center around this imagery — the bird of freedom, the bird of peace.

The “Caged Bird,” (poem by 19th-century African-American poet Paul Laurence
Dunbar) sings for his freedom. He beats his wing on the cruel bars. He sends a plea to
Heaven. For he would be free.

“The Raven and the Dove” is based on an American anti-war protest song from the
1960s, with a text by Ewan McColl. The dove she is a pretty bird, she sings as she flies. This is
a mournful song, set in the minor mode, and often placed in the low voice register. For
the dove is gentle. She may be frightened away. If she leaves, the raven will come.

The song implores: if you live peaceful, she never will go.

“Everyone Sang” is based on a poem by British poet Siegfried Sassoon, published in
1919, just at the end of World War I. The bird is a bird of freedom, of ecstasy and of the
rejoicing soul. Everyone was a bird, and the song was wordless. The singing will never be done!

This thrill of the bird in flight brought to mind another poem, “The Windhover” by
Gerard Manley Hopkins (written at a similar time to the Sassoon text). Thus, the
familiar line of My heart in hiding stirred for a bird is interjected into the song. The bird
soars above humanity, above the war. Everyone’s voice was suddenly lifted, and beauty came
like the setting sun.

The flute plays a central role in these songs, representing the bird: striving for a higher
realm outside of the cage, crying for freedom (end of “Caged Bird” song); suggesting
the delicacy of a bird’s wings (grace notes in “Raven and Dove”), and soaring into the
highest, ecstatic ranges (“Everyone Sang”). The subtitle for this last song is “as a
prisoned bird set free.” This seems like a suitable description for the character of the
flute in the entire set, Birds of Peace.



Birds of Peace

for High Voice, Flute and Piano

1. Caged Bird

based on the poem “Sympathy”
Paul Laurence Dunbar (1872—-1906)
G. Walker, alt.

Slowly, mournfully J =176

Gwyneth Walker

_ A s , — — ’ m ’
Flute LW
[ b O [ & [ | [ I [ ! [ 1
\ = e —
P _— 3 3 i

5 — - — .
s 2 ..
. P e P e e, - - - - - - - - £ £ P ‘
Fl @ ‘,. .// [ ¥ [ ¥ o [ [ [ i r r r r r r r r i "e [ ﬁ i
\Q) y
P _ ——— mf
8 & VERSE 1
Lp—ﬂ—P—F 4 I = I = |
FL [ e —— — i i i }
\\V [ ! [ [ |
o —p
A p mournfully
- ﬂ - e - ° — E— — B—— \
ANIYJ [ — | [ 1
~e) — \
I know what the caged bird feels, a - las! When the
- e P g e e
- - - ——
@ — 5
oJ
»p
O |
v,', '” L _J - -
11
— [r— | A |
v [ . e o -« —— T — =
=S \ 1 | | | \ P J—
sun is  bright on the up-land slope; when the wind stirs__ soft through the
f) u 3 3 5
b’ A ‘ . — — !
G 5 Ny} — T, 4
J o = e L,
!/
3 3
, O L — ———
Y = 3 . .
7 "o > T—=
Y A rJ
e, By
© Copyright 2015 by Gwyneth Walker

252 Park Street, New Canaan, CT 06840
www.gwynethwalker.com All rights reserved



14 poco accel.
A 4 cresc.
I’L o — — — h\ I [ [ P P ]
Vi - ‘ i e o F e s
Ne) — | | ' ——
spring - ing grass, and the riv. - er_—_ flows like a
rapidly, as the wind poco accel.
3 5\
v——r} ! { [ P
P A T i
b w
cresc. 3
'l: ﬂ. O e
— P o
s p—
o — b3
o, X R
accel.
( ) Slower
mf ’ > . ’
. £ | | | I —— G
V | Les ] \ ] E— I 4 [ y— o—®
A1V h { [ [ L4 | | | [
\Q) ' S—
stream of glass; when the first bird sings, and the
(accel.) Slower
9
YR )3
y - 03 —= € 6
G . . . . . { — . A
o) | | | | —3L ¢
mf
R
- 0o
hadl OO O A 0 )
A X
O x
Py
I ———————
18 3 p
#ﬂqﬁ' ° ’7 — ‘ % \ \ ! \ \ ]
V |Hes % i — o o A ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ |
A3V k> S 4 "4 [ [ [ IS 3 [
N e) ! ——— — \
first bud 0 - pens, _ and the faint per - fume from the chal - ice
gentle arpeggios
y {2
p” AN _ I £) A J /1
V 4R ¢ ) & 2 - 2 % 3 O
[fan ) /1 1 / PN PN s ) SO
A3V kS 3 T 3 &
D o t 8o
. »p
(7] & - - ks § -
/ P /A
ks §
4
20 poco accel.
() _#
i i— N——% ! ! —— ‘ ‘ I ! }
V @ G‘ [ ] [ PN [ [ [ [ } } } [ [ |
steals know, I know what the caged bird
poco accel.
) 4 i
P’ A ] — [
y 4N Y 2 | Py [
[fan ) PN | *
A3V A [ J [ 0{)
oJ - - -
i 1 ) ©
S = -
/ > o
T o

Walker | Birds of Peace | 1. Caged Bird



g‘ o
Is |
SRENE R o)
[ YHHE BN
e
M
/| S . 0
L L \
il e
~ o~
o\ I I
T o 2
8\ |+ 8
s | | . =
27 5 R |
S XY 0 & S 0 ]
Xy Xy E
on NE NE Er
&N \LTTy NEhudP
N N—N S —
[

VERSE 2

pmJ M i~
_ ]
(i >
o) Qe
=i
B .meJ
— 8
g
2
S 2
SlN 3
g E
= o
My E
U
m 1 B
2
N
S - R, 08
[ 1EE
I |
= i v = v v
e X% NG
4 - { \ {
= >

ﬁ g
RY{ [ A
-~
-~
il 5 ||
b .|
. >
= i
Il
m .|
] 2 IR
[0 2
SHRREL M A~
o B o
LHH- ”ﬁ
| L1
. 5 “He
e 8 -
'Yl 7
o)
@ /| m A~ nw‘
“ 2
ol 5
o 3
ol 2
2
2 800 B
Na)
= v v
> NG NG
g
>

Walker | Birds of Peace | 1. Caged Bird



3 accel. Slower
A%
perch and__ cling, when he would  ride on the bough a - swing; And a

accel. ﬁ\' /'\' ’\' y Slower

v, e Do e RN

aa— | — ey o4 | Po 2

(& P Ld &m:&g S S

o mf I

j
P
]
et
NN
L)
M
]

J with intensity
35 > > mf’ - —3—

® |
v
ANV [ [
Ne) ‘ — \ — \ — \
pain still throbs in the old, old scars, and they pulse a - gain with a keen - er sting,
o
e > o
7~
o 2 =
= =
> > > i >
f mf > >
- > P po ¢
Q-
@ - 2 =
> I e
> > = leb J
39
o »p ?/ —
p ] A I ‘ —— ® 7] |
vt N T o — o — S==— |
he beats his wing, he beats his  wing, he beats his wing... I know,
) #
p
@ v; \ — — ! ! ! ! ! ! ! -
D) ¢ @ o i i - - ﬁ % % % % % ﬁ
P (p) ——
e e e B s —— —
7 s o o o o o o o ﬁ
- \
with pedal
42 poco accel. a tempo (J =176)
A u . y N » y N L - - - -
/ F - #5720 %057 %0:"% 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Fl @ i L Vi 1 [ [ [ [ [ [ [ |

\Q) m
ps ™ /
(RS Setyo-

{ey \ \ \ \ \ \ © e 73
A3V — [ | I [ 17
~ !) ' y
I know why he beats  his wing.
poco accel. a tempo (J =176)
) 4
D s
o) o 7o o
D} - =
mf o
, © o ©
3 o o3 o3
7

Walker | Birds of Peace | 1. Caged Bird



5

43 » o » o » o é - o, e e . .

[’ / : —— =-—-—-—---

Fl o ——— — st || = — - — - ——
NSV,
~e)

1
)
P’ A
FL o)
[y

_ know why the caged bird sings ah me!

N
f v v

008 N0

I SN
e
1
] L}
Lle
o,

Walker | Birds of Peace | 1. Caged Bird

53 P
o — | i }kr ] frm— \ }
v M\M ‘ | | s . . e e
<o) | ‘ o
wing is  bruised and his heart is sore, when  he
A4 - Peefenlfeslre.re,
[ fan) ‘/ 5
A1V
oJ
S P
o ' 3 O] 73
.4 — Vi PN
o



= 1

car - ol of

a_____

It s not

would be free;

and he

his__ bars

beats

mf

= ]

with pedal

Slower

58

I

a

core,

deep

heart’s

sends from his

prayer he

a

or glee, but

joy

Slower

O
©

9

I !

| |

| |

-
ea,

pl

[7]

mp

33— 1

#

L3

65

o
—
T B
el
(0]
[ 1] en
S
(o]
M
>
=
Tl &
3
£
<
L = woo o]
L L Y.
L L Anesl
3
g
AL 2 ANSS|
] = Aea N
)
g
=
I LIS
=
]
= ]
] | ||
= [
Y= -
| 1D M M
. <
¢ &
(=9
x XX
N o
\ {
>

O A

\;34

Walker | Birds of Peace | 1. Caged Bird



[ YHN ﬁm\r <
o
il : b\
o (VIR R
o 2
w -
AT YEA B
g 2
ol ~ | D) ¢
m SIEL IR g m
QB o [ RS
[ JEN
o
o . \\
o T 8 Ll
=
™| 8
||| =
m =
o
2
]I 2
N & 3 ol §
0 oc
N ///
N
Eﬁ
n lolo
| ﬁ
| YHI
)
E: ge
= v v = v v = v v s v v
QNOe  NE NG &
o LT NEhudri
- N— S
= >

R,

R,

-
e\ |l 9
o~ 1 o~
TR I I
T || Ty
S\ | 8
s\ [
S g 3
St TY R ]| E S 0 0|0
)
e
il
=
o
2z | 2 = |
Z 3
= -
N ~t f | m N ~
Gt G w 2 CTTOAGCA e
T .
(]
~{ = g v
. ~ "
AR\
q 2 T
Q
q <
o
. , \
“WilE g 3 ~
XN /va @\ N w
)
o NG 9 NG &
J [ AY [
s

F#EF“#

f oo

[
&
@

(emphatic cry
Jor freedom)

AQL

AL

gFF

et

rit.

gFP

e

3°20”

Walker | Birds of Peace | 1. Caged Bird



2. The Raven and the Dove

“The Cuckoo”

Traditional English Folk Song

anti-war song of the 1960s

Lyrics by Ewan McColl

G. Walker, alt.

Gwyneth Walker, arr.

With gentle motion J =120
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3. Everyone Sang
(as a prisoned bird set free)

Siegfried Sassoon (1886—1967)
published 1919
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*The lyrics from mm. 47 to 59 are excerpted from “The Windhover” by Gerard Manley Hopkins, published in Poems, 1918. G. Walker, alt.
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