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About Leaves

Three Portraits for Chamber Orchestra

inspired by the poetry of Robert Frost

I.  “Treading on Leaves”
II.  “Light As Balloons”
III.  “The Last Color”



Program Notes

About Leaves: Three Portraits for Chamber Orchestra is inspired by three poems of New 
England poet Robert Frost (1874-1963). Each portrait presents a distinct aspect of autumn 
foliage. The poems may be read aloud before each movement. Or, the music may be played 
without interruption.

I. “Treading on Leaves” follows the Frost poem “A Leaf Treader,” and specifically focuses upon 
the lines:

I have been treading on leaves all day until I am autumn-tired.
God knows all the color and form of leaves I have trodden on and mired.
Perhaps I have put forth too much strength and been too fierce from fear.
I have safely trodden underfoot the leaves of another year.

The music initiates with forceful ‘tromping’ rhythms in the strings marked “As if treading on 
leaves -- with a mixture of joy and determination.” The winds punctuate the string phrases with 
added insistence and energy. This movement aims to capture the good humor and hard work 
associated with “leaf control!”

II. “Light As Balloons” is a fanciful movement inspired by the poem “Gathering Leaves.” Many 
of the images of the music, especially the airy chases between the clarinets, are derived from the 
opening lines of the poem:

Spades take up leaves no better than spoons.
And bags full of leaves are light as balloons.

III. “The Last Color” is a reflective movement dealing with the fading of the foliage colors and the 
end of the beauty of autumn. Often the musical lines fall, as one might picture the last few leaves 
gently falling to the ground, or perhaps falling tears. Chords unfold slowly, as the blurring of 
colors. In the end, the music fades away, as in Robert Frost’s beautiful poem, “Nothing Gold 
Can Stay.”

Then leaf subsides to leaf.
So Eden sank to grief.
So dawn goes down to day.
Nothing gold can stay
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 Duration: 12’



A Leaf Treader

by Robert Frost

I have been treading on leaves all day until I am autumn-tired.
God knows all the color and form of leaves I have trodden on and mired.
Perhaps I have put forth too much strength and been too fierce from fear.
I have safely trodden underfoot the leaves of another year.

All summer long they were over head, more lifted up than I.
To come to their final place in earth, they had to pass me by.
All summer long I thought I heard them threatening under their breath.
And when they came it seemed with a will to carry me with them to death.

They spoke to the fugitive in my heart as if it were leaf to leaf.
They tapped at my eyelids and touched my lips with an invitation to grief.
But it was no reason I had to go because they had to go.
Now up to my knee to keep on top of another year of snow.
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Gathering Leaves

by Robert Frost

Spades take up leaves 
No better than spoons, 
And bags full of leaves 
Are light as balloons.

I make a great noise 
Of rustling all day
Like rabbit and deer 
Running away.

But the mountains I raise 
Elude my embrace,
Flowing over my arms 
And into my face.

I may load and unload 
Again and again
Till I fill the whole shed, 
And what have I then?

Next to nothing for weight; 
And since they grow duller
From contact with earth, 
Next to nothing for color.

Next to nothing for use. 
But a crop is a crop,
And who’s to say where 
The harvest shall stop?

Spades take up leaves 
No better than spoons, 
And bags full of leaves 
Are light as balloons.
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*) Up-bows should be used frequently in this movement
to suggest balloons or leaves flying off
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43
∑

U

∑

U

∑

U

∑

U

slow, leisurely tremolo
p

w

U

wb

slow, leisurely tremolop

w

U

w

slow, leisurely tremolop

wb

U

w

slow, leisurely tremolop

wb

U

wb

∑

U

"

"

q = c120

q = c120

∑

∑

∑

∑

lightly, as leaves flying off

œœ
.

≤

œ
œ

b

.

≤

œœb
.

≤
œ
œ

b
.
≤

œœb

.
≤

œœ

.
≤ œ

œ
b

.
≤

œœb

.
≤

lightly, as leaves flying off

œb
.

≤

œ
.

≤

œ

.

≤

œb

.

≤

œ
.

≤
œb
.
≤

œ
.
≤

œ
.
≤

wb

w

?

∑

∑

U

∑

U

∑

U

∑

U

unis.

w

U

wb

w

U

wb

wb

U

wb

wb

U

w

∑

U

∑

∑

∑

∑

div.

œœbb

.

≤

œ
œ

b
b

.
≤

œœbb

.
≤

œœb

.
≤

œœ

.

≤

œ
œ

.
≤

œœ

.
≤

œœ

.
≤

œb

.

≤

œb
.

≤

œb
.

≤

œb
.
≤

œ

.

≤

œ
.

≤

œ
.

≤

œ
.
≤

.œb

J

œb
.

.œ

J

œ
.

.œb

J

œb
.

.œ

J

œ
.

∑

&

&

&

?

&

&

B

?

?

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4
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∑

∑

∑

∑

œœbb

.

≤

œ
œ

b
b

.
≤

œœbb

.
≤

œœb

.
≤

œ
œ

b
.
≤

œœbb

.
≤

œ
œ

b
b

.
≤

œœbb

.
≤

œb

.

≤

œb
.

≤

œb
.

≤

œb
.
≤

œb
.
≤

œ
.
≤

œb
.
≤

œb
.
≤

œb
.≤ œb

.
≤

œb
.
≤

œb
.
≤

œb
.
≤

œb
.
≤

œb
.
≤

œb
.
≤

&

B

œb
.
≤

œb
.
≤

œ
.
≤

œb
.
≤

œb
.
≤

œ
.
≤

œb
.
≤

œb
.
≤

B ?

∑

E

E

Ç

Ç

Ç

Ç

Ç

∑

U

∑

U

Œ

playfully

P

3

œ œ œ

3

œ
.

‰
œ

3

œ

j

œ
J

œ

,

.

‰

3

œ œ œ

3

œ œ

œ

3

œ
œ œ

3

œb
œ œ

Œ

∑

U

unis.

wb

U

>

wb

U

>

wb

U

>

wb

U
>

wb

U
>
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∑

U

Œ

playfully

P 3

œ œ œ

3

œ
.

‰ œ

3

œ

J

œ

J

œ

,.

‰

3

œ œ œ

3

œ œ
œ

3

œ œb
œ

3

œ
œ œ

Œ

∑

U

∑

U

wb

U

>

wb

U

>

wb

U

>

wb

U
>

wb

U
>

Ç

Ç

Ç

Ç

Ç

Œ

playfully

P 3

œ œb œ

3

œb
.

‰ œ

3

œb

J

œ

J

œb
. ,

‰

3

œb œb œ

3

œb œb
œb

3

œb œb
œb

3

œb
œb œb

Œ

∑

U

∑

U

∑

U

wb

U

>

wb

U

>

wb

U

>

wn

U
>

wn

U
>

&

&

&

?

&

&

B

?

?

8

12

8

12

8

12

8

12

8

12

8

12

8

12

8

12

8
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∑

U

∑

U

∑

U

Œ

playfully

P 3

œb œb œ

3

œb
.

‰ œb

3

œb

J

œ

J

œb
.

‰

3

œb œ

œb

3

œb
œ œb

3

œb
œb œb

3

œb œb œb

wb

U

>

wb

U

>

wb

U

>

wn

U

>

wn

U

>

F

F

∑

∑

∑

∑

pizz.
[ 1⁄2 only, — others remove mutes]

p

j

œb

‰ ‰ j

œ

‰ ‰ j

œ

‰ ‰ j

œ

‰ ‰

pizz.
[ 1⁄2 only, — others remove mutes]

p

j

œb

‰ ‰ j

œ

‰ ‰ j

œ

‰ ‰ j

œ

‰ ‰

P

œb œb œ

œb

.

‰

œ œ

j

œ

.œ

div.
(arco)

P

œb œb œ

œb

.

‰

œ œ

j

œ

.œ

pizz.
p

J

œN

‰ ‰
J

œ

‰ ‰
J

œ

‰ ‰
J

œ

‰ ‰

pizz.

p

j

œN

‰ ‰
j

œ

‰ ‰
j

œ

‰ ‰
j

œ

‰ ‰
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53 lightly, as leaves flying off

p

2

œb
.

œb

.

2

œb
.

œb
.

poco 2

œb
. œb

.

2

œb
. œb

.

lightly, as leaves flying off

p

2

œb
.

œb

.

2

œ
. œb

.

poco 2

œ
. œb

.

2

œb
.

œ
.

lightly, as leaves flying off

p

2

œ
.

œb
.

2

œb
.

œ
.

poco 2

œb
.

œ
.

2

œb
.

œb
.

∑

div.
arco

2

œœbb

.

≤

œœbb
.

≤

2

œ
œ

b
b

.
≤

œœbb

.
≤

poco 2

œ
œ

b
b

.
≤

œœbb

.
≤

2

œœbb

.
≤

œ
œ

b
b

.
≤

arco
2

œb
.

≤

œb

.

≤ 2

œb
.

≤

œb

.

≤

poco 2

œb
.
≤

œb
.
≤

2

œb
.
≤

œb
.
≤

.˙

poco

.œ
J

œb
.

‰ ‰

.˙

poco

.œ

j

œb

.

‰ ‰

J

œ

‰ ‰
J

œ

‰ ‰
J

œ

‰ ‰
J

œ

‰ ‰

j

œ

‰ ‰
j

œ

‰ ‰

poco

j

œ

‰ ‰
j

œ

‰ ‰

∑

∑

∑

P

œb œb œ

œb
.

‰ œ œ

J

œ

.œ

pizz.
unis.
[others remove mutes]

p

j

œ

‰ ‰
j

œ

‰ ‰
j

œ

‰ ‰
j

œ

‰ ‰

pizz.
[others remove mutes]

p

j

œb

‰ ‰ j

œ

‰ ‰ j

œ

‰ ‰ j

œ

‰ ‰

P

œb œb œ

œb

.
‰ œ œ

j

œ

.œ

P

œb œb œ

œb

.

‰ œ œ

j

œ

.œ

p

J

œ

‰ ‰
J

œ

‰ ‰
J

œ

‰ ‰
J

œ

‰ ‰

p

j

œ

‰ ‰
J

œ

‰ ‰
J

œ

‰ ‰
J

œ

‰ ‰

p
2

œb
. œb

.

2

œb
. œb

.

poco
2

œb
. œb

.

2

œb
. œb

.

p
2

œb
.

œ
.

2

œb
.

œ
.

poco
2

œb
.

œb
.

2

œ
. œb

.

p

2

œb
.

œb

.

2

œ
. œb

.

poco 2

œ
. œb

.

2

œb
.

œ
.

.˙ .œ

J

œ

‰ ‰

arco
div.

2

œœbb

. œ
œ

b
b

.

2

œœbb

. œ
œ

b
b

.

2

œœbb

.
œœbb

.

2

œ
œ

b
b

.
œœbb

.

arco 2

œb

.

œb
.

2

œb
. œb

.

2

œb
. œb

.

2

œb
. œb

.

.˙ .œ J

œb
.

‰ ‰

.˙ .œ

j

œb

.

‰ ‰
J

œ

‰ ‰
J

œ

‰ ‰
J

œ

‰ ‰
J

œ

J

œ

‰ ‰
J

œ

‰ ‰
J

œ

‰ ‰
J

œ

‰ ‰
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gradual accel.

56

F

œb œb œ
œ
.

‰

œ œ

J

œ
œ

J

œ

F

œ œb œ

œ
.

‰ œ œ

J

œ

œ

J

œ

p

j

œ
.

‰ ‰
j

œ
.

‰ ‰
j

œ
.

‰ ‰

œb
.

œ
.

œ
.

p

J

œ
.

‰ ‰

J

œ
.

‰ ‰

J

œ
.

‰ ‰ œb
.

œ
.

œ
.

unis.

F

[all Violins senza sord.]

œb œb œ
œ
.

‰

œ œ

J

œ
œ

J

œ

F

[all Violins senza sord.]

œb œb œ

œb
. ‰ œ œ

j

œ

œ

J

œ

p

J

œb
.

‰ ‰

J

œ
.

‰ ‰

J

œ
.

‰ ‰ œb
.

œ
.

œ
.

arco
unis.

p

J

œ
.

‰ ‰

J

œ
.

‰ ‰

J

œ
.

‰ ‰ œb
.

œ
.

œ
.

arco

p

J

œ
.

‰ ‰

J

œ
.

‰ ‰

J

œ
.

‰ ‰ œb
.

œ
.

œ
.

œb œb
œ

œ œ œ
œ

œ œ œ
œ

œ

œb œ

œ

œ œ œ

œ

œ œ œ

œ œ

j

œ
.

‰ ‰
j

œ
.

‰ ‰
j

œ
.

‰ ‰ œ

œ œ

J

œ
.

‰ ‰

J

œ
.

‰ ‰

J

œ
.

‰ ‰ œb
.

œ
.

œ
.

œb œb
œ

œ œ œ
œ

œ œ œ
œ

œ

œb œb

œb

œ œ œ

œ

œ œ œ

œ œ

J

œb
.

senza sord.

‰ ‰ Œ . Œ .

F

œb

œb œ

J

œ
.

senza sord.

‰ ‰ Œ . Œ .

F

œb
.

œ
.

œ
.

J

œ
.

‰ ‰

J

œ
.

‰ ‰

J

œ
.

‰ ‰

F

œb
.

œ
.

œ
.

œb

>

J

œb

œ

>

J

œ

œ

>

J

œ

œ

>

J

œ

œb

>

J

œb

œ

>

J

œ

œ

>

J

œ

œ

>

J

œ

F

œ

>

J

œb
œ

>

J

œ
œ

>

J

œ
œ

>

J

œ

F

.wb

>

œb

>

J

œb

œ

>

J

œ

œ

>

J

œ

œ

>

J

œ

œb

>

J

œb

œ

>

J

œ

œ

>

J

œ

œ

>

J

œ

œb

>

J

œb
œ

>

J

œ
œ

>

J

œ
œ

>

J

œ

.wb

>

.wb

>

&

&

&

?

&

&

B

?

?

b

b

b

b

b

b

b

b

b

b

b

b

b

b

b

b

b

b

b

b

b

b

b

8

6

8

6

8

6

8

6

8

6

8

6

8

6

8

6

8
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.wb .wb

.w .w

.wb .wb

œb
.

œb
.

œb
.

œb
.

œ
.

œb
.

œb

.

œb
.

œb

.

œb
.

œb
.

œ
.

œb
.

œb
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œb
.

œb
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œb
.

œb
. œ

.

œ
. œ

.

œ
. œ

.

œ
. œ

.

œ
. œ

.

œ
.

œb
.

œb
.

œb
.

œb
.

œ
.

œb
.

œb

.

œb
.

œb

.

œb
.

œb
.

œ
.

œb
.

œb
.

œb
.

œb
.

œ
.

œb
.

œb

.

œb
.

œb

.

œb
.

œb
.

œ
.

G

G

q = 132

q = 132

f

f

f

f

f

f

.œ .œ
>

f

.œ .œ
>

f

.œ .œ

>

f

.œ

.œ
>

B

.œ
>

.œ
>

.œ
>

.œ
>

.œ
> .œ

>

.œ

>

.œ
>

B

.œ

> .œ
>

B

.œ
> œN

.
œ
.

œ
.

.œ
>

Œ .

.œ

>

Œ .

.œ
> œ

.
œ
.

œ
.

.œ
> œN

.
œ
.

œ
.

.œ
>

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

.œ
> œN

.
œ
.

œ
.

.œ
> œ

.
œ
.

œ
.

.œ
> œ

.
œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

∑

∑

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
. œ

.
œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

∑

∑

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
. œ

.
œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

∑

∑

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
. œ

.
œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.
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b

b

b

b
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65
œ
.

œ
.

œ
. œ

.
œ
.

œ
.

∑

∑

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
. œ

.
œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
. œ

.
œ
.

œ
.

H

H
at point of bow

at point of bow

at point of bow

at point of bow

at point of bow

p

p

p

p

p

J

œ
.

‰ ‰ Œ . Œ .

f

œ

œ œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

∑

J

œ
.

‰ ‰ Œ . Œ .

J

œ
.

‰ ‰

J

œ
.

‰ ‰

J

œ
.

‰ ‰

J

œ
.

‰ ‰ j

œ
.

‰ ‰ j

œ
.

‰ ‰

J

œ
.

‰ ‰

J

œ
.

‰ ‰

J

œ
.

‰ ‰

J

œ
.

‰ ‰

J

œ
.

‰ ‰

J

œ
.

‰ ‰
?

J

œ
.

‰ ‰

J

œ
.

‰ ‰

J

œ
.

‰ ‰
?

p

p

p

p

p

Œ . Œ .

p

.œ

œ œ œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

f

œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ

Œ . Œ .

p

.œ?

J

œ
.

‰ ‰

J

œ
.

‰ ‰ .œ

j

œ
.

‰ ‰
j

œ
.

‰ ‰

.œ

J

œ
.

‰ ‰

J

œ
.

‰ ‰

.œ

J

œ
.

‰ ‰

J

œ
.

‰ ‰ .œ

J

œ
.

‰ ‰

J

œ
.

‰ ‰ .œ

f

f

f

f

f

f

œ
.

‰ œ
.

œ
.

‰ œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

.˙ .œ

.˙ .œ

f

œ
.

‰
œ
.

œ
.

‰
œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.
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Nothing Gold Can Stay

by Robert Frost

Nature’s first green is gold,
Her hardest hue to hold.
Her early leaf is a flower;
But only so an hour.
Then leaf subsides to leaf.
So Eden sank to grief,
So dawn goes down to day.
Nothing gold can stay.
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