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Performance Notes

A chorus of 16-32 singers with an orchestra of at least 3.3.2.2.1 is recommended. The music
may be performed by string quartet with six very capable singers.

II. Kyrie. Each vocal group sings together, with the number and length of notes between
cadences being smooth and unaccented. The rhythmically notated string parts are played
as marked, overlapping the voices quietly. The timpani part is quiet and regular, with the
number and placement of notes to be played as accurately as possible. In the second Kyrie,
the beginning parts are also smooth and unaccented, but played together. At the end, the
vocal and string lines are together, but in two different tempi.

IV. Dies Irae, V. Tuba Mirum, VIL. Confutatis, XII Sanctus/Hosanna, XIV. Lux Aeterna and XV.
Libera Me. The chorus may be divided, with sopranos assisting the altos and altos assisting

the tenors. The size of the recommended chorus gives this the appropriate fullness.

IX. Pie Jesu. Like the Kyrie, this is sung smoothly and without accents. The tenor, bass and
later strings resonate together, as from a distance.

XII. Sanctus. The singers each sing “pleni sunt coeli” repeatedly and quickly on the pitches
(without improvisation), ending together at “in terra gloria”.

XIV. Lux Aeterna. This is sung and played without vibrato to create a vocal/string sheen.

XV. Libera Me. The triplets must be precise and together with the timpani.

Northfield Falls, Vermont, January 13-27, 2017

©2017 by Dennis Bathory-Kitsz (ASCAP). All rights reserved. Westleaf Edition W172.
ISBN 978-1-365-71606-5
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