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The snake charmer, popular in India, plays a reed instrument called a
pungi to enchant his snake, after which he’ll typically have it dance the
Watusi, tell fortunes, juggle knives, or serve drinks to audience members.
Its Antarctic counterpart is the penguin spellbinder. Because pungies tend
to freeze up in cold climes, the penguin spellbinder employs a set of frost-
resistant bagpipes on his quarry. However, unlike those always eager to
please snakes, the bewitched penguin just sits around in a daze, unable (or,
more likely, unwilling) to engage in any sort of homo sapiens-centric

entertainment.


