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I have a road map, but none of the lines 1 fold up the map into an origami figure,
nar on it leads in the same direction those possibly a bird, and cram it into my pocket.
on the ground seem to.
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I step out to retrieve it ...
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and suddenly the balloon I put the map back in my pocket and sew it shut
shoots upward a hundred feet. with a needle and thread that have followed me
And stays there. out of the balloon basket.
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'180 the birds lose interest and fly away.

I try to spin a yarn, but
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9 5 Nearby, a wedding is in progress. The bride and groom are dressed in
S 4 gaudy clothes, and the best man is holding an enormous ring.
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Upon closer examination, I note the clothes are actually feathers. And it isn’t a wedding; it’s wrestling match.
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The hot air balloon has sneaked back down to watch
and is hovering only a few feet above my head.
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Hemingway (7ot my real name),

and haul myself aboard. The captain hands me a cup of tea and a kilt, lectures me

on the importance of being earnest ...
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4 As the sun sinks below the horizon, the captain sings below decks, and
4 the two do not seem mutually exclusive. The balloon begins to descend —
slowly at first, then more rapidly as it crashes through a passing cold front.
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The captain reappears and orders us The ground is still far away; the people look like ants.
to abandon ship —me, the two parrots Z Wait! They are ants! Big ones, fenced in a corral.
and the referee.
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nar The map, however, slips from my fingers and flies through the window.
A great commotion ensues from inside. It sounds like antlers.
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farmhouse and it begins to rain ants, who seem a lot less perturbed about things than they have a right to be.
nar The balloon tilts crazily, trying valiantly to establish where “up” now is.
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I clamber back into the basket and we take off at once. A military honor guard hails our departure with
nar a twenty-one gun salute.But one of the bullets punctures our balloon, which precipitates a rapid descent.
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I can even make out several chitinous roads which appear on the map, 5
nar now once again tucked in my pocket. 4 The wrestlers,
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