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Beepers

The Cast

The written cast of Beepers is gender neutral, a relatively minor change from the
1986 book. In performance, the abbreviated names may be used or gendered
names may be assigned to the available players.

E is Erika/Everett. E is a jaded social critic, somewhat of an outcast, and always
on edge about our roles in modern technology. Alto or baritone.

R is Reba/Rafi. R is a sad, yearning young person, searching for both meaning
and love in life, and certain it won’t be coming soon. Alto or baritone.

L is Ladislaw/Lydia. L is a shy, reticent programmer with little life experience
and a hesitant manner, on the edge of sadness. Alto or baritone.

Choruses (Nerds, Color VDT Blues, and Infomaniac) are sung by E, R, and/or L,
or other performers in any combination.

Drumkit is optional, as is string bass. Chords are not provided.

Beepers was first performed in January 1987 at The Garage in Montpelier,
Vermont. Andrée Frazier was Erika, Gayle Hanson was Reba, and Stuart Duke
was Ladislaw, with Deborah Chaffee at the piano and David Gunn on drum kit.

Though Beepers is a tech tale that hasn’t grown old, since its creation some minor
changes have been made to the lyrics, updating some obsolete tech:

Techie Roulette, touch-toned up to texted to (avoid obsolete tech)

Software Surprise, sportsman’s to athlete’s (neutral)

I Wasn’t Born a Beeper, man of adventurous to soul of adventurous (neutral)

Silicon Death, Chernobyl to Chornobyl (the present-day Ukrainian spelling)

Silicon Death, VCRs to USBs and CDs to streaming (avoid obsolete tech)

Infomaniac, she’s to theyre, she to they, her to them (changed verb forms) (neutral)

VDT Blues, she’s to they’re, her to their, she to they, her to them (changed verb forms) (neutral)
VDT Blues, instead of pictures to instead of pixels (avoid obsolete tech)



Beepers

The Story

At the dawn of the small computer age in the early 1980s, we find three office workers at their
jobs. It is a time of reluctant and unreliable technology. Communication is by telephone and
fax machine; the Internet reaches few places—mostly universities and some businesses—but
the World Wide Web is still a decade in the future. Mobile phones are the stuff of science
fiction, with the first commercial cell phone not available until 1983. The PC is new, the Mac
still on the drawing board. It’s two decades before Google, iPhone, Facebook, or Tesla.

In this world we find three computer workers—nerds of the day —on the job creating
software for no purpose apparent to the outside world. R is struggling with the tech itself,
recalling that the field was supposed to be glamorous and profitable (“there’s money to be
made, and glamour in the trade”) but finds it a nightmare of “techie roulette” instead.

Just as E is assuring R that all is fine, a group of children outside the window taunts them as
“just nerds”, repeating every insulting cliché known to tech workers. R is psychologically
deflated, seeing a person wasting away as a “biodegradable interface”.

As with many offices, though, the atmosphere is lightened in the presence of food —as
everyone sings and marches along to a patter song of endless puns about “edible bytes”,
followed by a short meditative stretch as everyone gets back to work.

Regret soon returns as R and L sing a duet about their life as beepers and how they really
aren’t those people...or wish they weren’t. The upside, according the L, is their clean, high-
tech field. With political conscience aroused, E lists the places where clean high-tech is dirty
and dangerous—winding up to give a lecture in song, the accusatory words of a “silicon
death”, foreshadowing the environmental concerns that are with us 40 years later.

Everyone is feeling discouraged, and the ensemble sings the blues—with the need of warm
glows, hugs, daydreams, loving, and laughter. Simple dreams are dashed, though, by being
called “infomaniacs” by those kids outside (as sung by the three of them themselves), another
patter song of puns about technology. It causes L to crack, singing about being a “high-tech
wreck” over unfulfilled human longing blocked by immersion in science and logic. R seems
to hear what L is saying, and responds that there’s a “power failure in my heart”.

There is nothing more to redeem them as the three workers sing, separately and together, the
themes of power failure, being born a beeper, and silicon death. E has the final word.
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Beepers

The Numbers

No.1... . «ee ... Overture

No. 2 ... . «ee .. ... Techie Roulette (R)
No. 3 ... . Nerds (All)
No.4 ... . ... ... ... Biodegradable Interface (R)
No. 5 ... . ... ... Software Surprise (L)
No. 6 ... ... ... ... Edible Bytes (All)
No.7 ... oo veo ... Circuit Glow
No. 8 ... I Wasn't Born a Beeper (R,L)
No.9 ... Silicon Death (E)
No. 10 Screen Phosphor Lullaby
No. 11 Color VDT Blues (All)
No. 12 (They’re An) Infomaniac (All)
No. 13 High-Tech Wreck (L)
No. 14 (There’s a) Power Failure in My Heart (R)
No. 15 .ee ... ... Finale (All)

Approximate time of the music, 40 minutes. Dialog will increase the
time depending on the stage direction.



Beepers

The scene: The office of some high-pressure
digital technology company at the dawn of the
personal computer age, about 1980-81. The
company is Comp-U-Comp and the office décor
is nothing—unappealing and dreary. There are
gray office desks but only outlines of the
workers’ cubicles, the “cubies”, are shown. The
monitors are old tube-style, large, and beige.
There may be a potted plant on a stand and
fluorescent lights above.

R, L, and E come into the office, take off their
coats, and hang them up carefully. They chatter
briefly and sit down to work at their computer
screens, with their keyboards clacking loudly.
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Overture

from the cabaret Beepers

—

E, R, and L come in from offstage and sit at their desks,
beginning to work, turning on equipment, adjusting their

monitors, and moving papers around.
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No. 2 Techie Roulette

from the cabaret Beepers

words and music by Dennis Bathory-Kitsz

R: Boot! Boot! Boot! ... Damn! (sighs) I turn it on, crank
it up, and nothing. Yesterday it beeps and dies,
tomorrow, who knows? (sighs again)
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Techie Roulette
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with some

Techie Roulette

In - stead asked she, “Why don’t you make me calm-er
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No. 3

Nerds

from the cabaret Beepers

words and music by Dennis Bathory-Kitsz

E: R, listen, dear friend. You know you’ll be in the chips someday. You love
this work. And, more than so many people, you have repect. Computer

people have that, more than anyones else... (voices heard from outside)
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R: So that’s respect, is it? E, we look like fools. Every cartoonist sees
us as ugly, isolated, nearsighted, and —the political ones at least—as
high-tech devils plotting the end of the world. You see?
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No. 4 Biodegradable Interface
from the cabaret Beepers

words and music by Dennis Bathory-Kitsz
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R: Scenes from childhood. Do you remember? Banks and banks of
computers, brand spanking sparkling new, with lights and dials and a
priesthood-like mystery surrounding them? We wanted to be there, a
vanguard of science and logic in a fitful, irrational world. But now, my
friends, are we leading a march to enlightenment or to oblivion?
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No. 5 Software Surprise

from the cabaret Beepers

words and music by Dennis Bathory-Kitsz
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(Reverie is broken by a stomach growl)

E: You've got something for R, eh? Well, you can forget that right now,
because I've heard a different kind of call. It’s time for a break, and I'm
ready for a treat. It's not love that I want from these numbers—but
food! It’s something not so subtle as how you word it, my friend. Just
the jargon we use... makes... me hungry... (daydream, rising from
chair)

N Y
Con | IRoe |



Software Surprise

27



Edible Bytes

from the cabaret Beepers

No. 6

words and music by Dennis Bathory-Kitsz
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No. 7 Circuit Glow

from the cabaret Beepers

words and music by Dennis Bathory-Kitsz

{Meditation and scene change—optional. ]
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I Wasn’t Born a Beeper

from the cabaret Beepers

words and music by Dennis Bathory-Kitsz

No. 8

L: R, I've been thinking.

R: Me, too.
E: Oh, no.
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L: Well, at least it’s a good job. And isn't it nice to know we're
involved in a clean industry?

E: (incensed) Clean? Clean!? Birth defects? Blindness from defective
microscopes? Broken genes? Toxic chemicals? Worker exploitation
around the world? Clean? Open up that black box! Read the “made
ins” —made in El Salvador, made in the Philippines, made in Korea,
Brazil, Costa Rica, Taiwan, Mexico, Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia,
Vietnam. It’s a roll call of the global poor, living on your so-called
clean high-tech. I'll tell you what it is...
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Silicon Death
from the cabaret Beepers

No. 9

words and music by Dennis Bathory-Kitsz
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They all move around, avoiding each others’ eyes.

Then they change personalities and appear in a different spotlight.

R is highlighted. She has stopped working and is looking away. They
all join the daydream.
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Screen Phosphor Lullaby

No. 10

words and music by Dennis Bathory-Kitsz

from the cabaret Beepers

[Meditative— for scene change, optional.]
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Color VDT Blues

from the cabaret Beepers

No. 11

words and music by Dennis Bathory-Kitsz

Light Blues (J = ca. 96)
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Color VDT Blues

warm glow, not chil-ly hues; they need a warm glow, in - stead of pix - els, got those
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Color VDT Blues
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Color VDT Blues

E: (addressing the audience) Do you believe that? Our old, cold
hearts getting a blues treatment? If I kept that expression on my
face, it would mean severe indisgestion and imminent flatulence.
That’s a real case of late nights writing computer programs, a true
mania. (to L) Hey, friend. Don’t count on that one for a partner,
okay?

(L is about to speak, but holds up as music strikes hard)

E: Forget it, my classic brainy one.
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No. 12

(They’re An) Infomaniac

from the cabaret Beepers

O Allegro (J =120)

words and music by Dennis Bathory-Kitsz
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No. 13 High-Tech Wreck

from the cabaret Beepers

words and music by Dennis Bathory-Kitsz

L: I don’t believe that. I don’t want to believe that. I'll count to ten
and then speak toR? 1, 2, 3,4,5,6,7,8,9,A,B,C, D, E, F, 10! R...
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High-Tech Wreck
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R: No good, L. I've made my choices, and they don’t include you, my friend.
The summer sunset glow you see in my eyes is just a reflection from my warm
color monitor, I fear. Let me tell you why...
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No. 14 (There’s a) Power Failure in My Heart

from the cabaret Beepers
words and music by Dennis Bathory-Kitsz
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mf % 6
0 e i — — i i —— —
R | | | | | | | Y { j | ]
1 () .[—]
oJ
There’s a pow-er fail-ure in my heart, my friend; I've
. 8 6
7 /— p— i i i i i i i N T T
y s 3 I I I 1 I I % A] % I
#@i—k o 2, o
v
mp
L = L&
o J | L] v .
bl 02 3 - 1) 9| 1 y 2
VA /) 1 P
L= 3
\/
@ 6
Py — —— ) N X
14 ————————— I | sl | | | | | | | | N | N | T p— ]
| T | Y | | y 2 | | ]
W P o P~ — I 1 P S—— |
~— \/v
got no back-up. E-lec - tric-i-ty’s a-ban-doned its role. In the
6
P . ‘ \
1J e ———— | | | | | | | | | N | | p—)
| | | | | | | | T | % g ; % |
= : % heH8—
N l‘)g . LV‘ = V,l:
_QO UL =on y 2 : 1 y 2
7 124 & .
Al | | | ‘
f \/
7
@ 6 ;
0 I T T T T } T — p— T t p— i — ] % L — > ]
oJ
int’rest of pow-er I've trad-ed my soul. There’sa pow-er failurein myheart,my friend
Py 6 —_ g
17 — — — i 1 — — t K T
V.4 | | T y 2 | M | | | 1Y | y 2
[ (oY [ ‘A 1 D i GI P
o) @ o o o o o D‘:EE’
a L a
O l’ 1 !"‘ﬁh 194} h& LI) L!’ b > |‘)
B T Dt g g 1
F F o -
I — =
N~ ~— @




(There’s a) Power Failure in My Heart
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No. 15 Finale
from the cabaret Beepers
Words & Music by Dennis Bathory-Kitsz
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