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Variations for Piano, 1972

The Variations were pure invention, exploring what could be done with minimal material. I recall that these were meant as enigma variations, with the theme disguised to the point of encryption. Having disposed of my early sketches in the 1976 Detonacy, however, I don’t have the key—I only recall that these variations were based on a rhythmic, not melodic, theme. The Variations marked the beginnings of a schizophrenic or eclectic compositional path. These were notes without special effects or textures, an area I continue to explore in chamber and orchestral pieces, but beyond that, it was a composition expressive in the traditional modernist vein.

