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Original program notes

Elusive Parallels (in Time) for flute, bass clarinet and playback toys with parallel motion, consequential time displacement, and the changes over the years in electroacoustic music.

The instruments are always parallel to the electronic part, which is scored with the same ‘notes’, but applied to electronic lines of varying colors, pitched and unpitched. Different tunings are also used in the pitched playback parts.

The consequential time displacement means that the live parts are rhythmically tricky and in places unidiomatic and, if ‘swung’ in an improvised manner, very unlikely to match the electronic parts precisely. And so a parallel pre- or post-echo can be heard.

Finally, the electronic part goes back in time, being created entirely with settings originally devised for an analog synthesizer that I called “Killer”. The music is created here using patches in my software emulation, and uses a four-note theme taken from the last movement of my purely electronic piece created on “Killer,” Five Daydreams finished in March 1974.

In total, Elusive Parallels (in Time) is a set of variations on the theme of pitch, rhythmic place, and time offset by milliseconds and decades.

Elusive Parallels (in Time) was composed in June 2005. The synthesizer emulation is available for Windows PCs from my website.

